Session 11 Gerunds and Infinitives

The Gerund
	
	active
	passive

	Present
	(not) doing
	(not) being done

	Perfect
	(not) having done
	(not) having been done



The gerund is used:

	· as the subject or object of a verb
	Eating a proper breakfast is very important.

	· after prepositions
	She apologized for not paying the bill.

	· after the verbs go and come (usually recreational activities)
	Are you coming fishing with us?

	
· with no to show prohibition or that something is impossible
	No parking.

There’s no avoiding the issue. It must be dealt with.



The Infinitive

The infinitive is used:
	
	· as the subject of a sentence
	To raise prices now would not be a wise move.

	· After certain verbs and expressions
	I didn’t expect to see him there.
It’s up to us to make this business succeed.

	· After verb + object
	Peter asked me to wait for him.

	· After certain adjectives describing character, feelings, attitudes, and senses
	I was delighted to see her at the wedding.

	· 
	

	· After verbs such as know, decide, discover, find out, see, show, understand, want to know + question word
	Have you decided what to do?


	· To express purpose ( = in order to)
	We had a meeting to discuss the contract.


Gerund or Infinitive with a difference in meaning
	
remember + gerund


remember + infinitive
	I remember watching this film as a child.
( = remember a past action)

Did you remember to close all the windows?
( = intention; remember to perform a task, or when remember is the earlier action)

	forget + gerund



forget + infinitive
	I will never forget meeting the president. ( = forget an earlier action, usually a negative or question)

You forgot to lock the front door! (= forget to fulfill a duty or responsibility)


	regret + gerund

regret + infinitive
	I really regret dropping out of high school. ( = feel sorrow about a past action)
We regret to inform you that you did not get the job. ( = announce bad news)

	stop + gerund

stop + infinitive

	Grandpa stopped driving a few years ago. ( = stop a habit or an activity)
He stopped to tie his shoelaces. ( = finish one action in order to do another)

	try + gerund


try + infinitive
	Have you tried putting cream on your dry skin? ( = experiment with a new or different approach)

Please try to improve your grades this year. ( = make an effort to do something difficult)

	mean + gerund

mean + infinitive
	This new job means spending more time on the road. ( = involves or will result in)
I don’t think he meant to be rude. ( = intend)

	
go on + gerund
	

go on + infinitive
	The children went on talking long after the lights had been turned out. ( = continue the same action)

He announced his resignation and went on to explain the reasons behind it. ( = change to another action)




      
