Session 5 Conditionals


Zero Conditional (true in the present)
	
If + present tense / modal
	
Present Simple / modal
	
Facts, truths, habitual results in the present
	If you work overtime, you earn more.

I can’t sleep if I drink coffee at night.




First Conditional (possible in the present / future)
	If + Present Simple
	future
	
Real situation with possible outcome in present and future

	If you take this medicine, you’ll feel better.

The teacher won’t be happy if you are late.

	If + Present Simple
	modal
	Ability, possibility , advice (depending on the meaning of the modal)
	If we leave early, we may have time to shop.

	If+ present tense


If + present tense
	Imperative / modal

future
	emphasizing different things

depending on choice of tense
	If you want to talk, call me.


If you’re looking for Tom, you’ll find him in the garden.(talking about now)

If you’ve finished your lunch, can you clear the table? (emphasizing completion)

	If + be + bare infinitive
	modal
	Expressing purpose , duty, necessity
	If sales are to increase, we must improve our advertising strategy.










Second Conditional (unlikely / improbable in the present / future)
	If + Past Simple / Past Continuous


Be often takes the form were for all persons; was is more informal.
	would / could / might
	· hypothetical, unreal situation

· hope / regret

· advices
	If Bill were running the company, it might be more successful.

If we had the money, we could buy a car.
If I were you, I would take the job.

	If + be + bare infinitive
	would / could / might
	Another way to express a hypothetical future event (more formal)
	If they were to offer a higher price, would she sell her house? ( = if they offered)




Third Conditional (impossible in the past)
	

If + Past Perfect Simple / Past Continuous
	

would have / could have / might have
	· unfulfilled condition in the past


· satisfaction / regret over past action
	If she hadn’t joined the dating website, they might never have met.


If you hadn’t been driving so fast, we wouldn’t have missed the turn.




      


