Session 6 Wish clauses / Unreal Past

Wish Clauses
	wish / If only + would
	a complaint about the present or a desire for change
	If only Dad would stop working so hard.

I wish the sun would come out.

	wish / If only + Past Simple / Past Continuous
	dissatisfaction with a present situation, including longings, hopes, dreams
	If only there were a bit more space in this house.

I wish we were coming with you.

	wish / If only + Past Perfect / modal perfect
	regret about a past situation that cannot be changed
	If only I’d known you were in town.

I wish you could have come with us.

	wish / If only + could
	present / future ability or possibility
	I wish I could speak Spanish.
If only you could stay longer.




Notes
1. Wish + would can only be used with different subjects.
e.g.I wish she would hurry up. (not: I wish I would be taller)
2. We use were as the form of the verb to be in wishes about the present, as in the second conditional.
e.g. I wish David were here now.


Would rather / sooner; would prefer
	reference to present/ future	reference to past
	Would rather / sooner(one subject)
	I would rather drive home now.
(what I want to do)
	I would sooner have driven home.
(what I wanted to do but didn’t)

	Would rather / sooner (change of subject)
	I’d sooner you wrote the letter
(what I want you to do
	I’d rather you had written the letter 
(what I wanted you to do)

	Would prefer to (one subject)
	She’d prefer to announce the news herself.
	She would have preferred to have announced the news herself.

	Would prefer it if
(change of subject)
	They’d prefer it if you drove.
	I would have preferred it if you had driven.




It’s time; as if / though
	It’s time + infinitive
(one subject)
	when the time has come to do something
	It’s time to make a decision.

	
It’s time for + pronoun / noun + infinitive (one subject)
	
to say something is urgent / important / due
	It’s time for me to go.

It’s time for the doctor to examine you now.

	
It’s time / high time / about time + subject + Past Simple
	

to express criticism
	It’s high time you told us the truth.

It’s about time you cleaned your room.

	
as if / as though + past tense + subject + verb
	
Often used to compare; when something appears to be the case but is not
	Tina behaves as if she were the boss. (but she isn’t)

He was so tired, he felt as though he had run 10 miles.
I felt as if I were falling.



