Pride and Prejudice — Discussion Answers & Model Essay

1. What does self-realization mean?

Self-realization is the process of understanding your own character, especially your mistakes and
weaknesses. In the novel, it involves recognizing personal flaws and making an effort to change.
Both Elizabeth and Darcy go through this process when they reflect on their behavior and attitudes.

2. Who changes more, Elizabeth or Darcy?

Although both characters change significantly, Darcy changes more noticeably. At the beginning,
he is proud, distant, and somewhat arrogant. However, after Elizabeth rejects him, he becomes
more humble, respectful, and considerate of others. Elizabeth also changes, but her transformation
is more internal, as she realizes she has been prejudiced and too quick to judge.

3. Is their relationship realistic?

Yes, their relationship can be considered realistic because it develops gradually and is based on
personal growth. They do not fall in love immediately; instead, they overcome misunderstandings
and learn from their mistakes. This makes their relationship more believable compared to idealized
romantic stories.

4. Can pride be a positive quality?

Yes, pride can be positive when it is balanced. It can give a person dignity, self-respect, and
confidence. However, excessive pride, like Darcy’s at the beginning, can lead to negative behavior
and misunderstandings. The novel shows that pride becomes a positive quality only when it is
controlled by self-awareness.

Model Essay:

Topic: Self-awareness is essential for successful relationships. Discuss with reference to Elizabeth
and Darcy.

In Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen presents the idea that self-awareness is essential for building
successful relationships. This is clearly shown through the development of Elizabeth Bennet and
Mr. Darcy, who must both recognize and overcome their personal flaws before they can achieve
happiness together.

At the beginning of the novel, both characters are influenced by their weaknesses. Darcy is proud
and dismissive of those he considers socially inferior, while Elizabeth is prejudiced and too quick to
form judgments based on first impressions. These flaws prevent them from understanding each
other and create conflict between them.

However, as the story progresses, both characters undergo important changes. Darcy’s
self-realization begins when Elizabeth rejects his proposal and criticizes his behavior. As a result,
he reflects on his actions and gradually becomes more humble and considerate. Similarly,
Elizabeth’s turning point comes when she reads Darcy’s letter and realizes that she has misjudged



him. This moment forces her to reconsider her opinions and become more self-aware.

Their relationship becomes successful only after this personal growth has taken place. Instead of
relying on first impressions or social expectations, they develop mutual respect and understanding.
This shows that self-awareness is not only important but necessary for a healthy and lasting
relationship.

In conclusion, the novel demonstrates that recognizing and correcting one’s flaws is essential for
personal development and meaningful relationships. Without self-awareness, both Elizabeth and
Darcy would have remained trapped in their misunderstandings and would never have found
happiness together.



