Unit 5 – Animal Rights Vocabulary concept cubes (p.54)

1. robust:  strong and reliable
           e.g. More women than men go to the doctor. Perhaps men are more robust or worry less?
Synonyms: healthy, powerful, vigorous, strong
Antonyms: frail, weak, impotent, soft, ineffective
e.g. Stumbling along behind him were his two brothers, a gray long-haired kitten and a frail white one.

2. insight: If you gain insight or an insight into a complex situation or problem, you get a clear and deep understanding of it.
           e.g. The project would give scientists new insights into what is happening to the earth's atmosphere.
Synonyms: light, perception, revelation, discovery, breakthrough
Antonyms: irrationality, folly, mindlessness, imbecility, foolishness
e.g. His humorous acting is often characterised by stupidity, hilarious imbecility and a sharp disconnection from reality.

3. refinement: the process of making a substance pure
e.g. The refinement of raw opium yields other drugs, such as morphine.
Synonyms: elaboration, polish, finish, processing, purification
Antonyms: detriment, diminishment, lessening, deterioration, degeneration
e.g. She was very involved with sports at college, to the detriment of (= harming) her studies.

4. scrutiny: detailed examination to get more information
	e.g. The government's record will be subjected to/come under scrutiny in the weeks before the election.
Synonyms: examination, audit, fine-tooth comb, investigation
Antonyms: glance, flash, glimpse, peek, peep
e.g. She threw him an angry and reproving glance.


5. agency: organisation representing a group of people
	e.g. For several years she operated a dating agency from her basement flat.
Synonyms: bureau, company, office, authority, administrative body
Antonyms: seclusion, loneliness, retirement
	e.g. She went into seclusion in order to focus entirely on writing her book.

6. funding: financial support
	e.g. They hope for government funding for their new technology project.
Synonyms: bankrolling, endowment, subsidy, backing, patronage, sponsorship
Antonyms: defunding, disendowing, depriving of
	e.g. Working those long hours was depriving him of his sleep

7. culminate: reach a point of highest development
e.g. : In a normal year, the drive would culminate in a fall fundraiser with live bands in a local bar.
Synonyms: climax, crown, top, arrive at
Antonyms: commence, initiate, start, begin
	e.g. Christmas festivities have commenced early this year.

8. pinpoint: identify with great accuracy or precision
e.g.: The pinpoint measurement of brain tumours is critically important.
Synonyms: accurate, close, spot-on, exact
Antonyms: approximate, round, loose, rough
	e.g.: Police could only give us an approximate count of the number of people who attended the air show.

