
be under/on oath to have formally promised 

to tell the truth

oath noun a promise, especially that 

you will tell the truth in a 

law court

sacred adjective considered too important 

to be changed

sacred adjective considered to be holy and 

deserving respect, 

especially because of a 

connection with a god

mall noun a very large building or 

buildings containing a lot of 

stores and often 

restaurants, and usually 

with space around it 

outside for parking

creed noun a set of beliefs that 

influences the way you live

firm adjective fixed at the same level or 

opinion and not changing

firm adjective well fixed in place or 

position

seizure noun a sudden failure of the 

heart

seizure noun a very sudden attack of an 

illness in which someone 

becomes unconscious or 

develops violent 

movements

seizure noun the action of taking 

something by force or with 

legal authority

seize verb to take using sudden force
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seize verb to take something quickly 

and keep or hold it

grudgingly adverb unwillingly

grudging adjective A grudging action or feeling 

is one that you do or have 

unwillingly

grudge noun a strong feeling of anger 

and dislike for a person 

who you feel has treated 

you badly, especially one 

that lasts for a long time

loyalty noun the quality of being loyal

loyal adjective firm and not changing in 

your friendship with or 

support for a person or an 

organization, or in your 

belief in your principles

fair play noun fair and honest treatment 

of people

fair play noun in sport, the fact of playing 

according to the rules and 

not having an unfair 

advantage

tolerable adjective of a quality that is 

acceptable, although 

certainly not good

tolerance noun willingness to accept 

behaviour and beliefs that 

are different from your 

own, although you might 

not agree with or approve 

of them

tolerate verb to deal with something 

unpleasant or annoying, or 

to continue existing despite 

bad or difficult conditions

tolerate verb to accept behaviour and 

beliefs that are different 

from your own, although 

you might not agree with or 

approve of them



scale noun the relation between the 

real size of something and 

its size on a map, model, or 

diagram

scale noun a set of numbers, amounts, 

etc., used to measure or 

compare the level of 

something

pat verb to touch someone or 

something gently and 

usually repeatedly with the 

hand flat

concrete adjective clear and certain, or real 

and existing in a form that 

can be seen or felt

prosperous adjective successful, usually by 

earning a lot of money

prosper verb (of a person or a business) 

to be or become successful, 

especially financially

prosperity noun the state of being 

successful and having a lot 

of money

rugged adjective (of land) wild and not even; 

not easy to travel over

obscuration noun the act of preventing 

something from being seen 

or heard, or something that 

prevents something else 

from being seen or heard

obscurity noun the state of being not clear 

and difficult to understand 

or see

obscurity noun the state of not being 

known to many people

obscure adjective not clear and difficult to 

understand or see

obscure adjective not known to many people

the fainthearted people who are not brave



fainthearted adjective Someone who is 

fainthearted is not 

confident or brave and 

dislikes taking unnecessary 

risks

faint verb to suddenly become 

unconscious for a short 

time, usually falling down

feel faint to feel weak, as if you are 

about to become 

unconscious

not have the faintest idea used to emphasize that you 

do not know something

faint adjective not strong or clear; slight

pursuit noun an activity that you spend 

time doing, usually when 

you are not working

pursuit noun the act of following 

someone or something to 

try to catch him, her, or it

pursuit noun the act of trying to achieve 

a plan, activity, or situation, 

usually over a long period 

of time

pursue verb If you pursue a plan, 

activity, or situation, you 

try to do it or achieve it, 

usually over a long period 

of time

pursue verb to follow someone or 

something, usually to try to 

catch him, her, or it

pass on something to give something to 

someone, after someone 

else gave it to you

endurance noun the ability to keep doing 

something difficult, 

unpleasant, or painful for a 

long time



endurable adjective the fact that something 

difficult, unpleasant, or 

painful is possible to deal 

with 

endure verb to suffer something 

difficult, unpleasant, or 

painful

affirmation noun a statement or sign that 

something is true

affirm verb to state something as true

reaffirm verb to give your support to a 

person, plan, idea, etc. for a 

second time; to state 

something as true again

scripture noun the holy writings of a 

religion

strangle verb to stop something from 

developing

strangle verb to kill someone by pressing 

their throat so that they 

cannot breathe

recrimination noun arguments between people 

who are blaming each 

other

grieve verb to make you feel sad and 

angry

grieve verb to feel or express great 

sadness, especially when 

someone dies

grievance noun a complaint or a strong 

feeling that you have been 

treated unfairly

petty adjective not important and not 

worth giving attention to

proclamation noun an official announcement

proclaim verb to announce something 

publicly or officially, 

especially something 

positive

in accordance with a rule, law, wish, etc. following or obeying a rule, 

law, wish, etc.



discordance noun a disagreement, or the 

quality of not being in 

agreement with something 

or someone else

accord noun (a formal) agreement

discord noun the state of not agreeing or 

sharing opinions

a conflict of interest a situation in which 

someone cannot make a 

fair decision because they 

will be affected by the 

result

conflict verb If beliefs, needs, or facts, 

etc. conflict, they are very 

different and cannot easily 

exist together or both be 

true

conflict noun an active disagreement 

between people with 

opposing opinions or 

principles

dove noun a white or grey bird, often 

used as a symbol of peace
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