Indirect Speech

TEST YOURSELF

Read the pairs of sentences below and circle the senfence which is correct.
EXAMPLE: A She said me, “I'll feel ill today.”
he said to me, “I feel ill today.”

He asked to me, “Can | borrow your GD?"
He asked me, “Can | borrow your CD?”

| will tell them that you will give them your
answer as soon as possible.

| will tell to them that you will give them your
answer as soon as possible.

The boys told they had broken the window.

The boys told us they had broken the window.

They promised that they will phone me the
following day.

They promised that they would phone me
the following day.

| informed them that | would visit them the
following week.

| informed them that | would visit them the
week before.

Alison says that she doesn't enjoy reading
horror stories anymore.

Alison says that she didn’t enjoy reading
horror stories anymore.

Could you tell me what time the next train
leaves?

Could you tell me what time does the next
train leave?

She asked were we staying at home.
She asked if we were staying at home.

They said me to look after my brother.
They told me to look after my brother.

They ordered him not to tell anyone.
They ordered him to not tell anyone.

A Jan said she has found the dog yesterday.

Jan said she had found the dog the previous
day.

He asked what books she liked reading.
He asked what books does she like reading.

A He asked where did she buy those shoes.

He asked where she had bought those shoes.

The teacher wanted to know which
exercises the pupils had done.

The teacher wanted to know which
exercises had done the pupils.

She suggested me to find a good job
in advertising.

She suggested | find a good job in
advertising.

Dave told me don't phone him after
six o'clock.

Dave told me not to phone him after
six o'clock.

A | replied that | was waiting for a phone call.

| replied that | am waiting for a phone call.

We said that we would leave later this day.
We said that we would leave later that day.

The doctor advised the patient to taking
a holiday.

The doctor advised the patient to take
a holiday.

They said they had arrived the month before.
They said they had arrived the month ago.
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: Indirect Speech
DIRECT SPEECH INDIRECT SPEECH
PRESENT SIMPLE PAST SIMPLE
- |
G They said, “We like this neighbourhood." They said (that) they liked that neighbourhood. |
: PRESENT CONTINUOUS PAST CONTINUOUS :
< | said, “T am writing a composition.” | said (that) | was writing a composition.
. PRESENT PERFECT SIMPLE PAST PERFECT SIMPLE
. She said, "I have finished my homework." She said (that) she had finished her homework.
PRESENT PERFECT CONTINUOUS PAST PERFECT CONTINUOUS
: He said, “| have been tidying my room." He said (that) he had been tidying his room.
: PAST SIMPLE PAST PERFECT SIMPLE .
2 We said, “We saw a good film last night.” We sald (that) we had seen a good film the night befare. |
PAST CONTINUOUS PAST PERFECT CONTINUOUS
i Judy said, "I was preparing dinner for you." Judy said (that) she had been preparing dinner for me.
. FUTURE FUTURE IN THE PAST
: The boys said, “We will leave at 8.00 a.m.” The boys said (that) they would leave al 8.00 a.m.
: He said, | will be watching the game on TV.” He said (that) he would be watching the game on TV.
3 Tony said, “I am going to sell my bike.” Tony said (that) he was going fo sell his bike.
E IMPERATIVE TELL + OBJECT + INFINITIVE
. | said, “Tell me the truth, Alice!” | told Alice to tell me the truth.
A She said, “Don’t phone me too early!" She told us not to phone her too early.
. MODAL / SEMI-MODAL PAST FORM OF MODAL
s He said, “| can't go out tonight.” He said (that) he couldn’t go out that night.
. She asked, "Shall | close the door?” She asked if she should close the door.
5 They said, “We may go to Spain this summer." They said (that) they might go to Spain that summer.
; We said, “We have to buy / must buy some milk." We said (that) we had fo buy some milk.
. FIRST CONDITIONAL SECOND CONDITIONAL
s “If we see him, we will tell him,” they said. They said (that) if they saw him they would tell him.
. |
. TIME EXPRESSIONS
. now then |
* today that day
: yesterday the day before, the previous day
i tomorrow the next / following day, the day after
: next week / month the next / following week / month !
2 last week / month the previous week / month, the week / month before !
. a week ago the week before :
. here there '
d this that
. these those
NO CHANGE
Past Perfect Simple / Continuous
- They said, “We had been planning the move for months.” They said (that) they had been planning the move for months.
: could / should / would / might / ought to
* Dadsaid, "You should study harder.” Dad said (that) | should study harder
: Second and Third Conditional
Mary said, “If | had time, I'd meet you for lunch.” Mary said (that) if she had time, she’d meet me for lunch.

.
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most common verbs used to report what others say are say, tell and ask. Be careful not to confuse them.
said (that) she was hungry. She told me she was hungry. She asked me if / whether | was hungry.

When we report questions, we change the word order to that of a regular sentence,
Jh- Questions: “Where do you live?" — She asked me where [ lived.
/ Nio Questions: “Will you pleass phone me?” "Yes, | will.”
— He asked whether / if | would phone him and | replied that | would.
irect questions are not only used to report what others say. We use phrases like Could you tell me ...

I would like to know ... to introduce questions in a more polite way. Regular sentence word order is
after these phrases.

ould like to know if there are any tickets available for the show. (not: | would like ta know are there ... X)

ould you tell me how much a double room cests? (not: Could you tell me how much does a double room cost?X)
e reporting verb is in Present Simple or Present Perfect, the tense of the verb in the main clause

not change.

d says, "l smoke too much.” — Dad says (that) he smokes too much.

en we want to report the general meaning of a sentence and not the exact words someone said, we

se certain verbs that have a similar meaning to the action or function in the sentence. (see list below)

‘}Vhy don’t we go out for lunch?” she asked. — She suggested going out for lunch. (verb + gerund)

“We will definitely come and help,” she said. — She promised to come and help. (verb + infinitive)

“First you have to enter a password,” he said. — He explained that | had to enter a password. (verb + that +

clause)
“lt's dangerous to swim after eating!" my — My mum warned me not to swim after eating.
m said. (verb + object + infinitive)

rerb + gerund: accuse someone of, admit, advise someone against, blame someone for, deny, insist on, suggest
verb + infinitive: agree, decide, demand, offer, prefer, prepare, promise, refuse

‘verb + that + clause: agree, complain, explain, suggest

ect + infinitive: beg, instruct, invite, persuade, warn

en there is a change of subject following the verbs suggest, recommend, insist, demand and request,
word order is as follows: verb + (that) + subject + bare infinitive.

“Give me the keys!* he demanded. — He demanded (that) she give him the keys.

COMMON MISTAKES

- The following sentences contain mistakes commonly made by students. Rewrite them correctly.

1. | told that | would meet them outside.

| suggest you to go to the new museum.

She asked me where did | put her coat and bag.

e P S R S SR T ST T S T S S S T NS S O R T A S SR I R R T R A i R R A R e A R SR U A I BRI L S I B
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D.

Grammar Practice

INDIRECT STATEMENTS Change the following sentences from direct to indirect speech,
1. Helen said, “l intend to have my hair cut tomorrow.”
HOIBEBEE i s st e e e B S S E e S T S P TAwvTed :

2. "Your new bike will be delivered on your birthday,” his parents promised.
His parents promised S AR SN R R e TSR S DFY y

3. “l am going to the bank because | must cash a cheque,” she explained.

She explained I —— N

4. OQur teacher often says, “You must all read a lot if you want to improve your vocabulary.”

T TEaChar OISR SEYE i i s oo v oo o Sy s v e o A e T B s .
5. My parents said to me, “You can go out with your friends if you don't come home too late.”

My parents:Salel ;.o i i e TR N RS N I
6. “l was watching TV between 9.00 and 10.00 last night,” the boy told his friend.

T e e BT s s e e S e e s T A R AT e  — .

DIRECT STATEMENTS Change the following sentences from indirect to direct speech.
1. She reminded him that he had promised to help her move house the following week.

O £ Y T 0 P (3 M S Tt S B ST T e S R LT .," she reminded him.

2. He informed us that he had been working there for 10 years.
T o o e S S A A A ST S T R R T e - " he informed us.

S e S T R P R 3 2 E RN > ¢

B b S AR RS S OSSR 1,1 -3 - 3 | § o101 (o7=Ts

5. They told me that they had gone to visit their grandparents the week before.

FheArSaEIRING, 5. s e e s s s sas s KRR A G RS
6. The lady claimed that her car had been stolen two days before.

e e e e e U " the lady claimed.
INDIRECT QUESTIONS Form indirect questions from the following direct questions.
1. Where do you live? Would you: ift elling B!, mmsnsssssisiasnsnion T
2. How do | apply for a loan? I'd like to Know .............
3. Does this bus stop outside the library? Could you tell me = i S A ST A SRl YT
4. Have you ever done this kind of work before? Can you tell me ...
5. How much does a return ticket cost? Please let me know ...

INDIRECT QUESTIONS Change the following guestions into indirect speech.
1. “Are you meeting your friends?” she asked us.

She asked T Ty T b oy = ey .
2. “"Where did you put the book | was reading?” my son wanted to know.

My :son wWanterd 1o IomOW: i it i teisteier s e e o i s s S R e i S e i
3. “Can we send them an e-mail tonight?” he inquired.
He inquired ......... s
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4. "Were these houses built last year?" | wanted to know.

e O 0 O i o R R B R o o A T A D T S s S S e A

5. “Does your sister want to borrow this book?” | asked him.

1 asked Himt s oo R G R R R AR R KA YR S :

6. “Have you ever thought of studying medicine?” we asked her.

WG BERBE T s onssresnrssnsorasosassnansss nisrisesssas spasesas srassssnsshashmnsss ns 4 ne Sramms s 23R4S TS AR SRS F 2 2 S s o e ¢ HE e A i .
7. "Where will the concert be held?" | wondered.
L wondered ........coeeceeienniie e R R R ke e A Y R e R S ;

E. INDIRECT COMMANDS Change the following commands into indirect speech using the word given.
1. “Take the dog out for a walk," her father said strictly. ordered

L L= £ 1= OO

2. “Don't make so much noise!” their parents said. told

B T o L e e i By B S S s T e I R e s s .

3. “Please concentrate on your work,” our teacher kept saying. insisted

Our teacher S
4. “Don't forget to turn off the TV befors you go to bed," his mother said.  told

HIS OB iiufsvisiiiivinimsasmmivsiiasidsns iovias R SRR A R R e S R SRR .
5. “Be careful crossing the road, children,” the woman said.  warned

TEVES ADTETAIY: v el evarasassessssmassesassasasnspansistant sossutnnsass nepessss s sensasnn sues assnssss s snsssansvesva i mmyss owmmmes 60 ay sodemsl abhmaesms S8 od TP ren A
6. “Don't leave the dishes on the table, Paul,” she said. asked
She csisissmasfuniamr sz A S R A S R T S R R S R S R RS A SRR :

A, Use the rds in Table A to complete the sentences in Table B so that they have the meaning indicated in Table C.
(Use each item in Table A only once. There are two words that you won't need.)

TABLE A
Al suggesd | B wanted C ordered D tell
E inquired F  said G advised H let
 TABLEB e ;
1 | He v to know where | lived. reporting a question
2, | Could you ...... me know what | should do? asking a question politely
3. | She....... me to contact a lawyer. reporting a recommendation
She....... me to tidy the room. : reporting a command
He ...... whether we had received the package. reporting a guestion
Could you ...... me if | have passed the test? asking a question politely
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B. OPEN CLOZE Read the text below and think of the word which best fits each space. Use only one word in each space.

AN AMUSING INCIDENT

I read a very amusing article in the newspaper a few days (1) woovnininnerionns . about an incident at a football
match in England. The article said that a woman (2) woveeeeeereencnseneeen, become very angry when she arrived
homeand (3) s that a football supporter had blocked the driveway to her house by parking his
car right in (4) of it, The woman was (5) <vemeemrremscescescnenns angry that she decided to drive her
car onto the football pitch in the middle of the game and park it there! She actually thought that the problem
could (6) vovevires i solved in fhis way, She (7) i asmmmai the crowd that if people parked on her
ground, then she would park on (8) .ccveecveevecerens s . She also refused to move her car (9) v
the guilty fan had been found and moved his car. The astonished crowd looked around and wondered

[ {1) Em——————— the guilty supporter might be. The referee begged the woman (11) .eveeveeeceenieeneivennes to
hold the game up any more but she would not listen. The referee then (12) .o the crowd who the
car belonged to, and someone finally admitted that it was his. He left the stadium, moved his car and the game
continued.

C. KEY WORD TRANSFORMATIONS Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence,
using the word given. Do not change the word given. You must use between two and five words, including the word
given.

1. “They were very impolite and unhelpful,” said Sam. complained
e s Sy o A M BN LA R very impolite and unhelpful.

2. “Do | have to pay to join the club?"  if

| would like to G R pay to join the club.”
3. "Don’t play the piano when I'm trying to sleep.” his mother said. not
B T T st ot T A A PSS e RSO T TS the piano when she was trying to sleep.

4. His dentist thinks that it's a good idea to have his teeth checked twice a year. recommends
s e 1 T T his teeth checked twice a year.

5. "l will need your credit card number,” the hotel receptionist said to me.  that

The:hotel raceptioniet saldl s uiuimuiii o i i i A sk Rk b sasswaa s et credit card number.
6. “Why don't we invite Sue for dinner?" Paula asked. suggested

P s oo s N L 4 e S R M PSS ST N R S Sue for dinner.

7. “What time does the bus leave tomorrow?” | asked. when

D O B TR vt s e s e s e S T e S e s T N R A e S tomorrow?

8. “Yes, | can run faster than anyone else in the class,” Mary said. agreed
MDY commmiinsrrss e s G s e e . faster than anyone else in the class.
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