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| didn’t sleep well at all fast night.
| wasn't sleeping well at all last night.

When | went into the living room, my
father was watching TV

When | went into the living room, my
father watched TV.

Were you going swimming every day
after school last month?

Did you go swimming every day after
school last month?

While | was crossed the road, | saw
an accident.

While | was crossing the road, | saw
an accident.

| didn’t mean to upset her; I'm sorry
about it.

| wasn't meaning to upset her; I'm
sorry about it.

During the interview, all his answers
were recorded for a radio programme.

During the interview, all his answers

were recording for a radio programme.

When | looked out of the window, the
sky was blue and the sun shone.

When | looked out of the window, the

sky was blue and the sun was shining.

A | didn’t know that he had left.

| didn’t know that he left.

A We were phoning him immediately

We phoned him immediately.

They didn't use to eat late.
They didn’t used to eat late.
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Past Tenses (active and passive): Past Simple, Past Continuous,
Past Perfect Simple, Past Perfect Continuous; used to/ would

Read the pairs of sentences below and circle the sentence which is correct.

EXAMPLE: A | was seeing a very good film last week.
@i saw a very good film last week.

By the time they arrived, all the
preparations had been made.

By the time they arrived, all the
preparations had made.

He was studying English for two years
when he first went to Britain.

He had been studying English for two
years when he first went to Britain.

After they had done the shopping, they
had started to prepare the meal.

After they had done the shopping, they
started to prepare the meal.

His clothes were wet because he had
been walking in the rain.

His clothes were wet because he walked
in the rain.

Until he arrived, they were ready.
By the time he arrived, they were ready.

A | used to have short hair; now it's long.

| was used to have short hair; now it's long

A We would live in a small flat.

We used to live in a small flat.

Did Julie buy anything new the other day?

Has Julie bought anything new the other day?

They used to go to the cinema every week.
They would to go to the cinema every week.

The family had finished eating before
we arrived.

The family has finished eating before
we arrived.
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FORM

PAST SIMPLE

Active

verb+ed (except irregular verbs)
| waorked.
Did you work?
He didn't work.

Passive
was / were + past participle

PAST CONTINUOUS
Active
was / were + verb+ing

| was working.
We were working.

Was he working?
Were you working?

| wasn't working.
They weren't working.

Passive
was / were being + past participle

Past Simple, Past Continuous
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USE

a. a completed action that took
place at a definite time in the past

b. several actions in the past which
happened one after another

c. the main events in a narrative

to stress the action rather than
the agent

a. an action in progress at a
specific time in the past

b. two incomplete actions taking
place at the same time in the past

¢. an action in progress (Past
Continuous) interrupted by
another action (Past Simple)

d. background to a narrative

to stress the action rather than
the agent

He left home two years ago.

He got up, washed and went
downstairs.

He kissed her and asked her
to marry him.

The book was published
in Navember.

At 8.00 p.m. last nighl, | was
doing my homework.

Tim was listening to the radio
while Sam was reading a book.

The children were chatting noisily
when their teacher entered.

We went info the garden. The birds
were singing.

The tents were still being put up
when we arrived.

Remember! We don’t use the continuous form when a verb refers to a state, not an action. (See Stative Verbs, Unit 1.)

TIME EXPRESSIONS
Past Simple:

Past Continuous: yesterday, at five o'clock, as, while

used to / would

FORM

used to + bare infinitive

Negative

didn’t use to / never used to
Question

Did you use to ... ?

would + bare infinitive

(not usually used in negative and
question forms)

USE
can only be used in past tense —
replaces Past Simple

a. an action that happened regularly
in the past but no longer happens

b. a past state or situation

past habits or repeated actions
(only used to can refer to past
states)

For information on be used to and get used to, see Unit 25.

ago, yesterday, last week, in 1963, in November, when, the other day

EXAMPLES

| used to play tennis, but | don't
have the energy now.

Did you use to have a garden
when yau were a child?

She would always sleep with
the window open.
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Past Perfect Simple, Past Perfect Continuous

.

FORM USE EXAMPLES
PAST PERFECT SIMPLE
| Active an action that happened before another They had moved house before we
| had + past participle action or period of time in the past arrived in the neighbourfiood.
i SHe had Worked, By the time | arrived, everyone else
' had gone home.
el
L & ibedisie ,W"’}‘Ed' | had no sooner got to work than
| | We hadn't worked. the phone rang.
! Passive
I had been + past participle to stress the action rather than the agent The app!e had been eaten.
|
PAST PERFECT
CONTINUOUS
Active a. an action which started before another | had been reading for an hour
|| had been + verb+ing action in the past and was still in when the doorbell rang.
She had been working. progress at the time of the second action
Had she been working? b. an action that had just finished at a His hands were dirty because he
We hadn’t been working. particu|ar time in the past but was still had been warkmg in the gﬂfﬂ&'ﬂ.
relevant at that time (see Present
[ | Passive No passive form Perfect Continuous)
NOTE

We can often use Past Simple instead of Past Perfect when the time expression (e.g., before, after)
makes it clear which action happened first.

After she (had) finished lunch she took a nap.
TIME EXPRESSIONS

1) Past Perfect Simple: by the time, after, before, when, as soan as, already, for, no sooner . . . than

Past Perfect Continuous: for, since, all night / week / afternoon

COMMON MISTAKES

The following sentences contain mistakes commonly made by students. Rewrite them correctly.

1. Last winter they were going skiing every weekend.

e

2. As achild | would love ice cream, but today | hate it.

..

3. It was raining heavily when we were leaving the house.

4. She hadn’t to see him for years.

5. He was working there for two years when he moved offices.

6. The old house hadn't been painting for years.
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Bomplete the following sentences with the correct form of the verb in brackets. Use past tenses.

1. WhHIlE WE oo sinennsnnens (PlAY) tENNIS yesterday, it o (start) to rain.
THE FBPOM ..covecrervirisrsnsissesssneseeseneess (COMpPlete) before We ..., (le@ve) the office.
B, ASWE eeeeceseeecrererenesseeeeenes (1€AVE) ThE SHOP, WE v (MNEEE) OUP @unt, who

... (invite) us to dinner.

4. By the time my mother .......cccoccivivcisisiiniinnienns. (COMe) home, we (tidy up) our room.

I ] AP — (talk) to his friend for several minutes when his Brother ...
(Arrive) and .........cccvieenenanaennnees (interrupt) their conversation.

6. By the time | eeeieirinrecreiececenene. (Wake up), the rain ..o, (stop) and the sun

... (shine) again.

Complete the following sentences with the correct time expression below. Use each time expression once only. There
are more words than you need.

still e the otherday = ago o for = since = by the time o already ¢ until  while

s SRS we realised our mistake, we had driven 20 km in the wrong direction.
2. We couldn't use the swimming pool because it Was ......cccceevveeremrrnessunnee being repaired.
3. You'll never guess Who | SaW .......c.coeeeerrereeenenene. — OUr 0ld maths teacher!

4, Fifty YEars .....coceeerenvensneerennnns , NObOAY had personal computers in their homes.

B. | read my BOok ... | was waiting for my doctor's appointment.

6. Simon's mum was angry because he had been playing computer games

... he got home from school.

Complete the following paragraphs with the correct form of the verb in brackets.

1. It was the first time that Harry (1) oeeeeeeievsnisneennns (€ver fly) in an aeroplane and naturally, he was very
excited, When the suitcases (2) .o (pack), he and his family (3) .iccrrrrimrimrccmnirerienens
(set off) for the airport, Harry’s parents liked travelling and they used (4) .....cviimiininsiiniinnnns (g0) abroad

quite often, 0 they (5) . ericsreveninnnnnenn.. (always wear) comfortable clothes for such journeys. Two hours

after he left his house, Harry (6) ....ccvinivercsercsneeeenne (8it) in the aeroplane, reading a magazine which he
(Passessssssmmssmensinss (DUY) before he (8] sicomnss: e DA ) the Plame, HE (9) v wressornrarmagsramssassane
(read) his magazine for an hour when lunch (10) . (serve).

2. Last Saturday, my friend and I (1) ., (decide) to go shopping in town. Once we
(2) toreevereererensresisrennennes (@rTIVE) 0 the city centre, We (3) i (go) straight to the new music

shop, which (4) ....ccocccenviiisininnnen (0pen) by a local singer a few weeks before. We (5) wvvvevvcreciiiniisiasenins
(try) for a few days to Fmd thc time to go there and we (6) (not be) disappointed. There
was a wonderful selection of CDs in the shop, and we both (7) . (spend) an enjoyable
hour there before we (8) .oooeveeiienee. (have) lunch.

Complete the following sentences with the correct form of used fo or would. You may need to use the negative.
There may be more than one correct answer.

o PRS- SRR S e be in my class at school but he moved a year ago.

2. My brother .........cceeieicienenenns like Chinese food but now he likes it very much.

3. When we were young, OUr COUSINS ..evvereeremssrssmsiesrmsnnnns spend the weekends with us,
4, My grandmother ......oceveesersieresenanees often tell us about her life when she was a girl,
5. ... go to the beach a lot when you were a child?

B. | .evciiiiiiiiiieniennn. kNow this area very well but it has changed a lot.




S T
E. Read the text below and decide which answer, A, B, C or D, best fits each space.
GRACE DARLING MUSEUM

The Grace Darling Museum (1) ...... by the Royal National Lifeboat Institution in
1938 in memory of a young heroine who (2) ...... famous exactly 100 years earlier.
Grace Darling (3) ...... in a lighthouse with her father on a tiny rocky island in the
North Sea. She (4) ...... him keep the lighthouse working and (5) ...... watch for
sailors in trouble. She was just 22 years old when, on 7th September 1838, a ship

(6) ...... onto the rocks in a storm. She helped her father row a tiny boat out to the
wreck to rescue nine survivors. People at the time were amazed that a young woman
could show such strength and courage, and portraits (7) ...... showing her battling
against wind and waves, her hair flying behind her. The museum contains various
items belonging to Grace and the boat which (8) ... in the famous rescue.

1. A was established B had established C established

2. A has become B had become . was becoming

3. A haslived B was lived C lived

4. A used to help B was helping C had been helping
5. A was also keeping B would also keep C  was also kept

6. A ran B usedto run C had run

7. A were painting B painted C  were painted

8. A would use B was used C  was being used

A. KEY WORD TRANSFORMATIONS Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence,
using the word given. Do not change the word given. You must use between two and five words, inciuding the word
given.

TIP! wake sure your answer does not inciude any unnecessary words. Write only 2-5 words.

1. | had to tidy my desk before | could get down to work.  until

| couldn't get down to work ....... weens My desk.
2. Jennifer never forgot her mother's birthday.  always

Jennifer T s o SR S T RSN A VA N LA PR s AR B Ba A B s her mother's birthday.
3. An ltalian drove the winning car In the race. by

The winning car iN the FECE ... e an Italian.
4. The postman arrived in the middle of our breakfast.  while

The postman armived ........ceeeeeeenes breakfast.

5. | hadn't finished checking my test when the examiner told me to stop.  still

IF. SR my test when the examiner told me to stop.

6. Allan studied hard all day so he was very tired that night. because
Allan was very tired that night ... it o hard all day.

7. The boys often played football after school.  would
THe DOYS v N A SRR RS after school.

8. This is the house where | lived when | was a boy. used

This is the house Where ... S 1 WES 2 DOV
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Choose the word or phrase that best completes the sentence.
Ax TThEY s on our street for several 6. “Why did they lower their voices?”
weeks when | first met them. “They obviously didn’t want me to hear
a. were living what ...... ."
b. have lived a. was being discussed
c. lived b. discussed
d. had been living c. would discuss
d. were discussing
2. When George ...... at the bus stop,
his friends were already there. 7. “What ...... between 9.00 and 10.00 last
a. arrived night?” the policeman asked.
b. had arrived a. were you doing
c. was arriving b. had you done
d. was arrived c. have you dene
d. waere you done

3. Sandra looked in her bag and

discovered that her wallet ...... . 8. “Did you understand the book?"
a. was stolen “No, not ...... | had read the translation.”
b. had been stolen a. since
¢. had stolen b. vyet
d. stole c. until

d. while
4. They ...... to him immediately after

the interview. 9. The first airplane ...... by the Wright
a. had been written brothers in 1903.
b. wers writing a. was flying
c. Wwrote b. was flown
d. were written c. flew

d. had flown
5. "Why did the boss send Linda

home yesterday?” 10. Henry was out of breath because
“Because she ...... ill." he ...... to catch the train.

a. was locked a. ran

b. had looked b. had been running

¢. has been looking €. was running

d. looked d. used to run

OPEN CLOZE Read the text below and think of the word which best fits each space, Use only one word in each space.

TIP! pemember to read the whole text carefully before you start.

A BIRTHDAY SURPRISE

Generally, Janet (1) ..ccoiccuiiinnnnn, g€t home at about 6.30, but that evening she got home later

than expected because she had missed her usual train. The house was very quiet and in total darkness;
obviously nobody else had come home (2) ...oooviveecrinnen. . She had been in the house for only a few seconds
(3) veoviiciieniannnnn. she heard a slight noise in the living room and she (4) ..............oov..... there, wondering what
s (o ) S she was trying to find the courage to go (6) w.ccovvcncriunee the living room and see

what was happening, she (7) someone laugh quietly, and then there was silence again. Finally,

Janet went in. Suddenly the lights (8) ...........cccouu.... switched on, Her family and all her friends were in the room,
singing “Happy Birthday”. A surprise party had (9) w.cviinieinenin organised for her! Everyone had been sitting

in the dark living room (10) v..covnvereriivennee. an hour, waiting for her to come home. They all (11) woveveeiiervennnes a
wonderful time at the party. Janet had not (12) .ooocoeinene. Lo celebrate her birthday, so the whole evening was
a real surprise for her.



