
PAST TENSES 2 

A. Complete the following sentences by choosing the correct form of the verbs in brackets. 

 

1. My aunt and uncle stayed with us while their flat (was being painted// was painting // had been painted). 

2. They (were living // had been living // lived) in our street for several weeks when I first met them. 

3. When George (arrived // had arrived // was arriving) at the bus stop, his friends were already there. 

4. Sandra looked in her bag and discovered that her wallet (was stolen // had been stolen // had stolen).  

5. They (wrote // were writing // had been writing) to him immediately after the interview.  

6. She (looked // had looked // had been looking) very pale and ill yesterday, so her boss sent her home. 

7. He was out of breath because (he was running // ran // had been running) to catch the train. 

8. “What (were you doing // had you done // had you been doing) between 8 and 9 last night?”, the police officer 

asked them.  

9.  While my dad (was cooking // cooked // had cooked) dinner, my mum (helped // had helped // was helping) 

me with my homework.  

 

B. Complete the following sentences with the correct PAST form of the verb in brackets. 

 

1. While we …………………………………….. (play) tennis yesterday, it ……………………. (start) to rain. 

2. We  ………………………………. (complete) the report before we ……………………… (leave) the office. 

3. By the time my mum ……………………… (come) home, we …………………………. (tidy) up our room. 

4. As we ……………….. (leave) the shop, we …………………….. (meet) our aunt, who ……………………….. (invite) us to 

dinner. 

5. The Wright brothers …………………… (fly) the first airplane in 1903; they …………………… (surprise) everyone with 

their success.  

6. I …………………… (decide) to come and visit you last night, but you ………………………….. (not answer) the doorbell.  

………………………………………………… (you/have) a shower at the time? 

7. Alan ………………………….. (go) to bed early last night. He was exhausted because he …………………………… (study) all 

day. 

8. I ………………………….. (tell) them that I didn’t want to go with them because I ……………………………. (already/see) the 

film and I …………………………… (not/ think) it was very exciting. 

9. He …………………………… (talk) to his friend for several minutes when his brother ……………………. (arrive) and 

………………………. (interrupt) their conversation.  

10. By the time I ……………………………….. (wake up), the rain …………………………. (stop) and the sun ………………………. 

(shine) again.  

 

C. Fill in the blanks using only ONE word  

Generally, Janet would come home at 6.30, but that evening she got home later (1) ……………….. expected. The house 

was very quiet and in total darkness; obviously nobody (2) ……………… come home (3) …………. .Janet had been in the 

house for only a few seconds (4) ………….. she heard a slight noise in the living room. (5) …………… she was trying to find 

the courage to go into the living room and see what (6) ……… happening, she heard someone laugh quietly, and (7) …….. 

there was silence again. Suddenly, all the lights (8) ……………. switched on. Her family and friends were in the room 

singing “Happy Birthday” to her.  They all had a wonderful time (9) ………….. the party. Janet had not planned to 

celebrate her birthday, (10) …………….. the whole evening was quite an occasion for her.  


