GRAMMAR A&B CLASS

PASSIVE VOICE



PASSIVE VOICE /USE

* When the person or people who do the action
are unknown, unimportant or obvious from
the context

My car was stolen last night
The house is being painted
The criminal has been arrested



PASSIVE VOICE /USE

* When the action itself is more important than
the person/people who do it, as in news
headlines, press articles, formal notices, ads,

Instructions, processes etc.

The wedding will be held on the 14t" of July
The products are sent for quality control




PASSIVE VOICE /USE

* When we want to avoid taking responsibility
for an action, or when we refer to sth
unpleasant and we don’t want to say who or
what was to blame.

The house was burnt to the ground
The man was beaten to death



FROM ACTIVE TO PASSIVE

The secretary was typing an email

(Active subject) (active object)

An email was being typed by the secretary

(Passive subiject) (agent)




TENSES: to be +past participle

verb+ed 3" otAAN

ACTIVE VOICE

PASSIVE VOICE

SIMPLE PRESENT

PRESENT CONTINUOUS

SIMPLE PAST

PAST CONTINUOUS

SIMPLE FUTURE

The graphic artist designs the poster layout

The graphic artist is designing the poster layout

The graphic artist designed the poster layout

The graphic artist was designing the poster layout

The graphic artist will design the poster layout

The poster layout is designed by the
graphic artist

The poster layout is being designed by the
graphic artist

The poster layout was designed by the
graphic artist

The poster layout was being designed by
the graphic artist

The poster layout will be designed by the
graphic artist



PRESENT PERFECT

TENSES

The graphic artist has designed the poster layout

The poster layout has been designed by
the graphic artist

PAST PERFECT

FUTURE PERFECT

GERUND

INFINITIVE

The graphic artist had designed the poster layout

The graphic artist will have designed the poster layout

Designing

To design

The poster layout had been designed by
the graphic artist

The poster layout will have been designed
by the graphic artist

Being designed

To be designed



R U LES (from: Mastering Use of English for FCE/ECCE, Georgia Graham with
Polyxeni Bouki, Burlington Books, 2008)

. ‘fl’E‘ d when it Is Important tc
“ ‘ refWas written by a well-known autt
' Th , er to an instrument or tool used t:oysé e

The meat was cut with a sharp knife v

4. The object of the active sentence becomes the subject of the
ve.

They painted the bedroom white
. The bedroom was

5. Some verbs have a direct objec St s
the subject. ject and an indirect object. In the passive, t

He gave Jane a book. — Jane was gi

ive b
(not: A book was given to Jane. X) ———
6. Don'’t forget the participle with phrasal verbs in the passive.
; He picked up the parcel. — The parcel was picked up.
. 7. When the verbs believe, consider, expect, know, say and suppose are used in the
followed by to + infinitive.
People consider that she is an excellent dancer.
They say that she works for an export company.
jt can be used as the subject of the s

-

_, She is considered to be
_, She is said to work for

entence.
_, Itis known that he was D

Alternatively,
People know that he was a Spy.




