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Understanding the speech:
Work with a partner or in a group. Discuss the questions and write the answers in a shared document.
1. According to Mandela, what are the two main obstacles to economic advancement for Black South Africans?
2. Mandela discusses the lack of human dignity for Black people in South Africa. What examples are given in the speech?
3. Mandela states that "Poverty goes hand in hand with malnutrition and disease." What does he state are the secondary effects of poverty and the breakdown of family life?
4. Mention some of the rights that Mandela demands for Black South Africans.
5. Why would white people fear equal rights for all South African citizens?
6. Does Mandela believe that white supremacy would be replaced by black supremacy if Black South Africans were given the right to vote?
7. What does this speech tell you about what Mandela was like as a person?
Analyse:
Answer them as fully as possible.
1. What rhetorical devices are used in this speech? How do these devices contribute to conveying the message of the speech?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. Originally, the final sentence in the speech was "This is an ideal for which I will die". Mandela's lawyers and supporters urged him to change it into "But if needs be, it is an ideal for which I am prepared to die." Why do you think they wanted him to change this, and what is the effect?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. What do you think the impact of this speech was at the time it was delivered? Would it be received differently by Black South Africans than by white South Africans?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. What is the message of the speech?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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