Name: Date:

Historical Context & Timeline (Items 1-15)

On May 10, 1933, the German Student Union (DSt) orchestrated a massive campaign of ideological
homogenization known as the 'Action against the Un-German Spirit.' At the Opernplatz (now
Bebelplatz) in Berlin, and in dozens of other university towns, students and faculty members
gathered to perform an intellectual cleansing of German culture. This event was not merely a
spontaneous riot but a calculated effort to suppress subversion and align the national
consciousness with National Socialist doctrine.

Part I: Multiple Choice Analysis
Select the most accurate response based on the historical context of the 1933 book burnings.

1. What was the primary objective of the 'Action against the Un-German Spirit' (Aktion wider
den undeutschen Geist)?
A) To promote literacy among the working class
B) To achieve ideological homogenization by purging non-conforming literature
C) To protest the rising costs of university tuition
D) To preserve ancient Germanic manuscripts from decay

2. Which organization was the principal architect behind the organization of the May 10th
bonfires?
A) The German Student Union (Deutsche Studentenschaft)
B) The Berlin Public Library System
C) The International Red Cross
D) The League of Nations

3. Joseph Goebbels, the Minister of Enlightenment and Propaganda, delivered a speech during
the event. What was his central message?
A) A call for academic freedom and open discourse
B) The announcement of new funding for scientific research
C) The 're-education’ of the German spirit and the end of Jewish intellectualism
D) An apology to the authors whose books were being destroyed

4. Literature classified as 'pacifist’ was targeted during the burnings because it was viewed
as:
A) Too difficult for the general public to understand
B) A threat to the militaristic and nationalist expansion of the state
C) Outdated scientific theory
D) Promoting environmental conservation




5. The term 'intellectual cleansing' in this historical context refers to:

A) Improving the physical cleanliness of university libraries

B) The systematic removal of ideas deemed subversive or 'un-German’
C) Increasing the number of philosophy courses in schools

D) Translating German texts into other languages

6. Which specific location in Berlin served as the main stage for the burning of approximately
20,000 books?
A) The Reichstag Building
B) Opernplatz (now Bebelplatz)
C) The Brandenburg Gate
D) Tempelhof Airport
7. How did the 'Action’ categorize Marxist literature?
A) As essential economic theory for the new state
B) As a form of political subversion that needed to be eradicated
C) As harmless fiction
D) As a required reading for all student union members
8. The 1933 book burnings are often cited as a precursor to:

A) The establishment of the European Union

B) The total collapse of the German printing industry

C) The systematic state-sponsored persecution and the Holocaust
D) The invention of the digital e-reader

Part II: True or False

Determine if the following statements regarding the 1933 events are True or False.

1.

The book burnings were exclusively carried out by high-ranking Nazi
officials without student involvement.

. The 'Fire Oaths' (Feuerspriiche) were recited as books were thrown into

the flames to justify the destruction.

. Only books written in foreign languages were targeted during the

'Action against the Un-German Spirit.'

. The events at Bebelplatz were broadcast on the radio, amplifying the

message of cultural censorship.




5. The German Student Union drafted 'Twelve Theses' which called for the
'purity’ of the German language and culture.

6. Many of the authors whose books were burned, such as Albert Einstein
and Sigmund Freud, were already in exile or soon fled Germany.

7. The 1933 book burnings were met with universal condemnation and
immediate economic sanctions from all neighboring European
countries.




Name: Date:

The 'Empty Library' Memorial & Symbolism (Items 16-30)

Micha Ullman’s 1995 memorial, Bibliothek (Library), located at Bebelplatz in Berlin, serves as a
haunting reminder of the 20,000 books burned by the Nazis on May 10, 1933. This Cl-level
assessment focuses on the architectural nuances and the profound symbolic weight of this
'subterranean’ monument.

Part I: Multiple Choice (Items 16-20)
Select the most appropriate answer that reflects the historical and architectural context of the
memorial.

1. What is the primary architectural feature that defines the 'Empty Library' as a 'counter-
monument'?
A) A towering obelisk inscribed with the names of banned authors.
B) A subterranean room visible only through a translucent glass plate in the cobblestones.
C) A series of bronze statues depicting students throwing books into a fire.
D) A traditional library building that has been repurposed into a museum.

2. The white, empty bookshelves within the memorial are specifically designed to have the
capacity for:
A) Exactly 1933 volumes to mark the year of the event.
B) 20,000 books, matching the number of volumes destroyed during the 'Action against the
Un-German Spirit'.
C) 100,000 books to represent the total loss of intellectual diversity in Europe.
D) An infinite number of books, symbolizing the ongoing nature of censorship.

3. How does the memorial utilize the concept of 'the void' to convey its message?
A) It suggests that the history of the book burning has been forgotten.
B) It creates a physical manifestation of absence, representing the intellectual loss to
society.
C) It provides a space for modern authors to store their new works.
D) It symbolizes the 'clean slate' the Nazi party intended to create through ideological
homogenization.




4. The Heinrich Heine quote featured at the site—'"Where they burn books, they will also
ultimately burn people'—is considered prophetic because:
A) Heine was present at the Bebelplatz during the 1933 fires.
B) It was written in 1821, over a century before the Holocaust occurred.
C) It was the official slogan of the German Student Union.
D) It refers specifically to the technical process of book manufacturing.

5. What is the symbolic significance of the viewer looking down into the memorial?
A) It forces the viewer to take a position of superiority over the past.
B) It mimics the act of looking into a grave, emphasizing the 'death’ of ideas and people.
C) It is meant to represent the 'underground' resistance movements of the 1930s.
D) It reflects the subterranean water levels of Berlin's geography.

Part II: Fill-in-the-Gaps (Items 21-30)
Complete the passage using the words from the bank below. Each word is used only once.

Word Bank: subterranean, void, commemoration, absence, translucent, prophetic, capacity,
intellectual, architectural, haunting

The 'Empty Library' is a unique form of (21) that eschews traditional
grandeur for a quiet, (22) presence. Located beneath the cobblestones of
Bebelplatz, the (23) room is stark and clinical, featuring white shelves with
the (24) to hold the 20,000 volumes lost to the flames. Visitors view the
installation through a (25) glass plate, which often reflects the sky or the

viewer’s own face, blurring the line between the past and the present.

This (26) choice emphasizes the (27) of the authors
whose works were deemed 'subversive.' By focusing on the (28) rather
than a physical object, Micha Uliman highlights the (29) cleansing that

preceded the physical atrocities of the regime. Near the glass, the (30)

words of Heinrich Heine remind us that the destruction of thought is often a precursor to the
destruction of human life.

Item Number Your Answer







Name: Date:

Censorship, Media, & Banned Authors (Items 31-40)

Part 1: Multiple Choice Analysis
Select the most appropriate answer based on the historical legacy of targeted authors and
modern parallels in media discourse.

31. The works of Erich Maria Remarque, particularly A/l Quiet on the Western Front, were
targeted during the 1933 book burnings primarily because:

A) They promoted a radical Marxist restructuring of the German economy.

B) His 'defeatist’ portrayal of WWI challenged the heroic nationalist narrative.

C) He refused to publish his works in the German language.

D) They contained scientific theories that contradicted state-sponsored biology.

32. How did the exile of authors like Thomas Mann affect the 'intellectual hegemony' of the
Third Reich?

A) It strengthened the regime by removing all dissenting voices from the continent.

B) It created a 'cultural void' that was immediately filled by state-approved socialist realism.
C) It established a 'Germany outside of Germany," where the discourse of humanism continued
in defiance of the state.

D) It led to the immediate collapse of the German publishing industry due to a lack of content.

33. In modern media studies, the term 'algorithmic bias' is often compared to historical
censorship because it:

A) Explicitly bans specific books from being sold in physical bookstores.

B) Systematically results in the marginalization of certain viewpoints through automated
invisibility.

C) Requires a government official to manually delete content from the internet.

D) Only affects users who have not paid for premium subscription services.

34. Which of the following best describes the concept of 'corporate censorship' in the 21st
century?

A) The government forcing private companies to hire specific journalists.

B) Private platforms exercising their power to de-platform or shadow-ban content that violates
their terms or interests.

C) The mandatory burning of digital servers containing controversial data.

D) A legal requirement for all businesses to provide a neutral platform for all possible opinions.




35. Rosa Luxemburg’s works were burned not only for her political affiliations but because
her ideas represented a 'subversion' of:

A) Traditional religious values and the role of the church.

B) The capitalist and militarist structures the Nazi party sought to co-opt and control.

C) The scientific method and empirical research in German universities.

D) The aesthetic standards of 19th-century Romanticism.

Part 2: Fill-in-the-Gaps
Complete the following passage using the advanced vocabulary provided in the word bank.
Each word is used only once.

Word Bank: Marginalization, Hegemony, Discourse, Subversion, Intellectual Cleansing,
Ideological, Pluralism, Algorithmic, Homogenization, Dissident

The 1933 book burnings were a physical manifestation of (36) aiming to
erase any literature that threatened the Nazi party's (37) over German
culture. By targeting (38) voices like those of Mann and Luxemburg, the
regime sought the total (39) of public thought.

In the digital age, censorship has evolved. While we no longer see mass bonfires, the (40)

of minority perspectives often occurs through (41)

bias. When social media platforms control the (42) they can effectively

silence (43) ideas without a single flame. This modern (44)
pressure often prioritizes profit and stability over democratic (45)
reminding us that the 'void' in the library can be digital as well as

physical.

Critical Reflection (Optional)
Compare the 'Action against the Un-German Spirit' to a modern instance of content moderation
or 'cancel culture.' Does the intent justify the exclusion of ideas?




