Simple Past – 
· Historical events – WWII began in 1939.
· Actions in the past – I lived in Chicago when I was young.
· Past habits – John spent his summers at camp all through his childhood. ( would, used to) - memories
Past Continuous – was/were + ing
· Actions in the past that were interrupted by other past actions - I was talking on the phone when my dad called me.
· Actions in the past that happened at a moment that we’re concentrating on.  Mary was sleeping and couldn’t come with.
· Actions at a given past time – It was raining all day yesterday.
· Two actions in the past happening at the same time. – John was decorating the Christmas tree and das was hanging the lights outside the house.
Past Perfect – Had + past participle
· A past action that has results in another past time. – I had informed him about the meeting and he still chose not to show up.
· A past action of duration that led up to another past action – I had stayed with him until he mother came.
Past Perfect Continuous – Had been + ing
· An action that began in the past and continued up until another past moment. (measures time with for or since) –
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mary had been working at the company for 30 years before she retired last year.
