
Session 9 Review of the Passive I


			Form
	Active
	Passive

	Present Simple
	They sell bread
in that shop.
	Bread is sold in that shop.

	Present Continuous
	We are rewriting the story
	The story is being rewritten.

	Present Perfect Simple
	She has opened the window.
	The windows has been opened.

	Past Simple
	He burned the soup.
	The soup was burned.

	Past Continuous
	They were examining the evidence.
	The evidence was being examined.

	Past Perfect Simple
	They had prepared nothing for the guests.
	Nothing had been prepared for the guests.

	Future Simple
	We will repair the damage.
	The damage will be repaired.

	Future Perfect Simple
	I will have completed the book by then.
	The book will have been completed by then.

	be going to
	When are you going to clean up this mess?
	When is this mess going to be cleaned up?

	Modal
	We must notify everyone in the building.
	Everyone in the building must be notified.

	Semi-modal
	You don’t have to make the payment today.
	The payment doesn’t have to be made today.

	Modal Perfect
	Someone should have told her the truth.
	She should have been told the truth.

	Infinitive
	I didn’t want anyone to disturb me.
	I didn’t want to be disturbed by anyone.

	Perfect infinitive
	He is angry that they have not paid him yet.
	He is angry not to have been paid again.

	Gerund
	I appreciate Sam helping me in this way.
	I appreciate being helped in this way.

	Perfect gerund
	I remember Shelley having shown me that museum.
	I remember having been shown that museum.



Notes
1. Future Continuous, Future Perfect Continuous, Present Perfect Continuous, and Past Perfect Continuous are not used in the passive. For these tenses, we use the active voice or find an alternative way of expressing the same meaning.
2. We add by + agent:
· When it is important to stress the agent
e.g. This review was written by Laura Gilbert.
· To refer to a method or course of action with by + verb -ing
e.g. The wood can be protected by painting it with waterproof paint.
3. Passives are sometimes followed by with:
· when talking about materials or instruments
e.g. This procedure is carried out with a special tool.
· after participles such as packed, filled, crowded, covered, decorated
e.g. The room had been decorated with flowers.

4.   We generally omit the agent when it:
· is unknown
e.g.The building has been broken into. (we don’t say by someone)
· is obvious
e.g.Mike was examined at the hospital. (obviously by a doctor)
· refers to people in general
e.g. This dish is consumed throughout Italy.
· is not important
e.g.Exam dates will be posted on the college website.

5. When the active sentence has both a direct and indirect object, we usually begin the passive sentence with the indirect object (the person).
e.g. Dan gave Alice a gift →Alice was given a gift (less common: A gift was given to Alice)

6. The particle that goes with phrasal verbs must be included in the passive form of these verbs
	e.g. We paid back the loan in full. → The loan was paid back in full.
7. Some verbs *believe, consider, expect, know, say, think, suppose) are followed by the infinitive when used in the passive.
	e.g. He is thought to be one of the best scientists in the field.

