THE GLOBAL PROBLEM OF REFUGEE CRISIS

When an emergency is declared, UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, is on the ground to ensure that people forced to flee find safety and assistance – whether in their own country or another. The proliferation of new crises in recent years, combined with the lack of solutions to resolve lingering ones, has tested our ability to respond like never before. 
Conflicts, old and new, along with the increasingly disastrous impacts of climate change, drove a devastating rise in the number of forcibly displaced people this year. From Afghanistan to Ethiopia, people were uprooted by violence, persecution and human rights violations. Many of them faced additional hardships resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic, extreme weather conditions, and increasingly restrictive asylum laws and border policies.
 The principles of the Refugee Convention that highlight the importance of international cooperation to protect and preserve the rights of people forced to flee have never been more relevant, nor under greater threat. UNHCR staff and partners were on the frontlines of new emergencies and ongoing crises in 135 countries around the world this year, but there were a number of situations that stood out due to their scale and complexity, as well as some memorable moments that showcased the talents and resilience of people forced to flee.

Vocabulary Gap-Filling Exercise
emergencies – displaced – persecution – resilience – climate change – assistance – asylum – cooperation – crises – frontlines

1. When __________ are declared, UNHCR is among the first organizations to respond on the ground.
2. Millions of people have been forcibly __________ due to conflict, violence, and human rights violations.
3. Many individuals were forced to flee because of __________ and targeted violence.
4. The impacts of __________ have increasingly contributed to forced displacement worldwide.
5. UNHCR provides life-saving __________ such as shelter, food, and protection.
6. Restrictive __________ laws have made it harder for refugees to reach safety.
7. International __________ is essential to uphold the principles of the Refugee Convention.
8. UNHCR responded to multiple humanitarian __________ across the globe this year.
9. Staff and partners worked on the __________ of some of the world’s most complex humanitarian situations.
10. Despite immense hardship, refugees continue to demonstrate remarkable __________.

