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You have had a class discussion about the settlement of displaced young people in a host country.
Using information from the text below, write an article (120-150 words) for the English section of your

school newspaper in order to:
a) describe the challenges and struggles youth refugees face in a host country and
b) suggest ways of supporting youth refugees both nationally and locally.
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Refugee youth are frequently overlooked, and often unable to
fully participate in decision making. Their talents, energy, and
potential remain largely unexploited, according to a report
from the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and the Women’s
Refugee Commission (WRC).

What is needed is “the beginning of a process that will
continue to develop the leadership, capacity, and future of
refugee youth everywhere”. Refugee youth want the same things that young people want
everywhere: to be consulted and listened to. They want to be engaged, to contribute to and
to be part of solutions. They want opportunities, education, employment and inclusion.

The report details the most pressing challenges refugee youth face and their
recommendations on how best to address these challenges. The report is a road map for
action for all those engaged in humanitarian response.

Refugee youths stress the challenges, complexities, and delays in the processes of
obtaining asylum and related legal documents and the serious implications of not having
them. They also note that discrimination, racism, and xenophobia in some regions leave
them feeling isolated and marginalized. They emphasize they would rather work than depend
on humanitarian aid and express frustration at the limited employment options available to
them.
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