











Suggested answer

There was a blackbird once, which lived in a dense forest. It lived a solitary existence, perching
on tree branches, singing to itself, often in the dead of night. One starless night, as the wind
was blowing through the branches, it turned its eyes to the sky and realised it felt utterly
lonely and miserable, like a bird with broken wings. This painful realisation made it start
to think that maybe it was time to find a mate, and together they could help their offspring
learn to fly. It had never looked for a mate before, and the idea of having offspring had never
crossed its mind. Peering through the dark black night, it saw a flock of birds gliding
through the sky. Maybe its mate was one of these soaring birds. “Perhaps the time has
come that | must find a mate. Perhaps it’s time to fly away into the light of the dark black
night and try my luck”, it thought to itself. All its life it was only waiting for this moment to
arise, the moment to mature and find a soul mate.

18. Listen to the book read out on YouTube (“Jonathan Livingston Seagull, narrat-
ed by Richard Harris”) and do one or more of the following:

Suggested answer
Students provide their own answers.

c. Jonathan Livingston Seagull is a book that will speak to your hearts. It is a book about
those who never give up on their dreams, those who follow their hearts, those who live
with passion. It is a book about those who don't fit in with the rest but are not afraid to
be different. It is a book about those who want to explore and experiment with life and
strive to fulfil their full potential, because this is the only thing that gives meaning to
their lives. | think you're going to love it because it shows the importance of pursuing a
meaningful life and this is what all of us want to do.

19. Watch the trailer of the filmed version of the book on YouTube (“Jonathan Liv-
ingston Seagull - Trailer”) and discuss how the effect might have been different
from that of reading the book.

Suggested answer

The video depicts Jonathan flying at top speed and losing control over a flock of seagulls
sitting on a landfill, looking at him in awe. Just before crashing into the flock, he manages
to regain control and eventually we can see him flying free over the sea. Because a picture
is a thousand words, | believe that the video has a stronger impact on the viewer and gives
us a more realistic picture of Jonathan's perseverance in his flying efforts.




