1. Read the information about blackbirds below and then look at the videq Stre,
shots that follow and try to think about the connection between the two,

. f
they compatible and, if so, in what way? If not, why? Discuss your Suggestions
in class.

Suggested answer

The screenshots are compatible with the information in the short text as they both Presey
the blackbird as 3 solitary, yet melodious animal. All of the screenshots show the blackb
flying alone, while in the second screenshot we can see it singing.

2. Can you see the story behind the images? You can make 3 note of the steps ¢
the narrative in the flow chart provided. You can add as many steps/boxes as
you choose to. What verb forms will you use in your narrative? Work in groups,

Suggested answer

The verb form mainly used it the narrative is the Simple Past form. It is the construction used
to build the storyline part, which is the backbone of any narrative.

Fvas a starless, summer night and the moon was shining bright in the sky. A blackbird

was sitting on a tree branch, looking at the sky. |

+

It was the middle of the night and the blackbird felt free ang not wary of predators.

It started singing in short, happy, carefree chirps. Soon, other blackbirds joined it in a
melodious chorus.

+

Suddenly, it stretched its wings and flew into the dark sky, celebrating its freedom.
Who knows where it was heading for?

3. Can you now develop your story further to include background, monologue,
description as well as a flashback? Some examples are provided for you but you
should not think of them as bindin What verb forms will you be using? Work

in your group. {
Suggested answer

] ] I ‘ ] - 7 Ud) as he
C l l ’ ’

e Suarions o o Verb; ' tfl: alt e);pn(ssz IZJZ[:Z) forest. It led a solitary existence,
i ve .
There was a blackbird once, whic

perching on tree branches, singing to itself.
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Unit 4 Learning to fly

oming in on tl?e story (this is how t/ '
use of past continuous forms) '€ main storyline is introq
uced. It may i
y involve the

. c Nes. .

line (it constitutes ﬂ 7 ' ,
ff(t)(:gs '+ gt develop s st;iyl;ackbone of the narrative, It usually contai
ains past simple

it looked up in the sky an Sl

-0 art to think _y d realised it felt utterly lonel .

madelLSWaL £ nink that maybe it was time to find y and miserable. This realisation
bt S 't Yas ime 1o find a mate. e

Flashback it contains_information_that T T S T—
grrative, like memoriesor CasPerienced) o events prior to the story i

n ! B Tto Pas experiences) It usually contains past perf ‘;fy in the
|t had never I00K€ or a mate-beforeand the idea of having Offspr-mgpsa'derite‘lz:r:rsgs’Ed

its mind.

-

e

pescription (in this. part of a narrative, the action “freezes” and there are no events that
develop the storyline. It may involve the use of past continuous forms)
A flock of birds was flying in the distance. Maybe its mate was one of these soaring birds.

ue (it is put in quotation marks and often makes use of present or
oughts of the character(s)) "
find a mate. Perhaps it's time

Monologue or dialog
future forms. It reveals the feelings or th

»perhaps the time has come that | must
try my luck” it thought to itself.

to fly away and |

n your enriched story framework in the

4.a. Go back to the forms you used i |
pbout the usé of narrativé

previous activity. Can you draw any general rules a
tenses? Here's an example:

Suggested answer <t simple forms.
st continuous

5lk about the steps in the storyline, you Us€ pa

otion, you use P2

¢ Whenyout '

¢ When you pause the storyline and introduce a descr

s b kground of a story you use yverbs that describe states:
e bac Y

« When you provide th
situations ofr action verbst at ast contin

. ou use
¢ When you zoom N on the story. ¥ forms. :
y e past erfect resento future forms 0

e When you make a flashback, youuse P~
* Whenyou introduce @ monologue or dialog y

quotation marks.

b. Do you think the same 9 /

ress habits.
exp inuous forms.
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for A :
h da; Ms useqy in3 above, in conjunction With th,, o,

nswer £

. e o
COntmuOUS for e ahzatlons Mig
. rey 2
to d?SCrlbe a ene Sed to descr,
FOntlnuOUS is us e presem

ht hold aACross the present or the future. fo, Xarn..
€ascene, which means that present Continugy ;,
9. Aflock of birds is flying in the distance) anq futyy.

Its lone,y son on Oe Sescﬂbe a scene in the future (e.g. Tonight, the blackbird Will he S'F»q;:':
Or past States, (o dme t‘ree branch) Similarly, when past simple forms descrit, h;}}”
- 2 Blackbirg fjye i a dense forest), their use can be transferre t(::.r;
ead g Solitary existence) or the future (e.g. From noy, on, t,

nest with jts Mmate).

Irds often |

6. Here are Paul McCartney's words about the “Blackbird” song the screenshots
were based on. Are these words related to your story? How would You need to
change it so as to fit in the composer's original idea?

Suggested answer

My story has nothing to do with the civil rights movement, but, in a way, jt js related to the

symbolism that Paul McCartney’s song contains. McCartney lntgndgd the song to tajk about

encouraging people to keep trying, to persevere and keep their falth.. To. qo SO, everybody
eds a companion, somebody who will support ffhem and ;hare thelr vision. This js what

?hee blackbird in my story is looking for; a companion that wil help it go through the harg

ourney of life and support it in making a family.

sten to the Beatles song (*Paul McCartney - Blackbird (Liveyr) YouTube
. Now listen te of words or phrases expressing pOSIt{VE or n?gatlve ideas, Then
and make a n? e f phrases by going through the lyrics. Which qo you b elieve
enrich your list °_ it of the text you wrote in 3 abOVE?. Go l?ack toitang see hoyy
agree w;;!; tth:' St!:; phrases you have made a note of in this step.
you couid i

b 3
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guggested AMSWEL
've ideas 1
: . z ve ideas
“ . jearn to fly, learn to see y . =
Smgufg'm; ight e, to be free, | in the dead of P ——— -y
3 p { p 14 LY A FJ 3. .
fly In - | eyes, dark black night e

i is how some phrases from the | f ‘
1:12:'0 was d blackb.ird _Once, V_Vhich lived i?\r;c(?ecn(:,z|f(cj):frl?tcl9rpo*rated ) i il
ontree bl‘_ahches, singing toitself, often in the dead o}m ‘f\\/thOd S‘Jrl'“if‘/ Qm“‘mrﬁ' p‘frchfﬂq
was blowing thl‘OL_lgh ﬂ,‘e branches, it looked up in the sky gnd Armr;‘iija'rt‘?jtmgm'-a: mejﬂj ”
miserable: like a bird with broken wings. This realisation made; (it ;{art‘* t Etk.k:'ﬁfer" / t:Jﬂ‘ii/ 'dhfi
was time 10 find a mate, and together they could help their offsbrin Iéaro .t mf(i m?t F_ﬂd/‘f:‘%r‘f-
looked for @ mate t?efore a.nd the idea of having offspring had nevegr cro'na:l) it o Td V;‘-’/f’f
of birds was flying in the dlsﬁance in the dark black night. Maybe its mast. i mm; ' f: ':rff
soaring birds. " Perhaps the time has come that | must find é mate. Perha as i:/ta :nc;r\: ?I' maje
into the light of the dark black night and try my luck”, it théugm Eo '\tsellf AlLloitls/l?ff Iai{t
was only waiting for this moment to arise, the momer’ﬂ to mature “and ﬁna a soul r‘n:tf'

g. Below you will find the full lyrics of the song. You will need them
’ t
or more of the tasks that follow: o perform one

suggested answer
3. Rewrite the song, replacing the phrases you had made a note of in activity 7 with

phrases of your own.

slackbird trilling in the still of the night
Take these hurting wings and fly away

All your life

You were only waiting for this moment to arise
Blackbird trilling in the still of the night
Take these weary eyes and learn to see

Allyour life .
You were only waiting for this moment in the tree

Blackbird fly, blackbird fly
Into the unknown of a moonlit night

Blackbird fly, blackbird fly
Into the unknown of a moonlit night

Blackbird trilling in the still of the night
Take these hurting wings and fly away

All your life

You were only waiting for this moment to arise

_ linit4 & learninatofl
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b. Setthe lyrics tO music you‘com A
set your version of the lyrics to musi¢.

their own answers.
at themselves in the song with phraseg oy,

easa whole.

’ yo
U (f',

stucdents Pt ovide
U
r 'l",

c. Replace the lines that repe
e song still makes sens

making sure tl
Rlackbird trilling in the still of Fhe nlgITt
Take these hurting wings and high up rise

All your life | .
vou were only waiting for this moment to arise

Blackbird warbling when the night is new

Take these weary €yes and learn to se€

See the world
The sea, the land that’s _stretching beyond your tree

Blackbird fly, blackbird fly
Into the unknown of a moonlit night

Blackbird sing, blackbird sing
Sing your lonely heart out in the night

Blackbird sitting on the dark tree branch
Take these powerful wings and fly far

Fly away
Fly far, far away with all your might.

9. Now take a look at the paragraph that follows, from Bach’s Jonathan Livingsto
Seagull, and do the following:

Suggested answer
a. Ine:r;]y opn;uon, the dedication refers to every person’s need to try to improve themsehe
perhaps distancing themselves from society. This is an inherent quality of each one® -
) 25 I;[] relates to our need for personal development
. Perhaps he was practisi ina. i iy s fiyi
e practising flying, in an attempt to improve, or even perfect his "
Answer
ction of

¢. The openin
shor fgame\?v sfkragf_f)h could bg placed in the background information SeUY”
, while the opening line of the second paragraph could bé placed”

zooming in of the story section
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s and write down
55, explaining what

Suggested answer

He was trying to perfect his flyi
,»and :

xgngftzefog':lgfr:att fto}:Iowed the fishing boats didﬂ'ftlgs::rngt for bits of food amang the

. ) O the norms of the flo _ n tointerest hir

his days just looking for food, like most ck, he had never been satisfied with spending

u seagulls did. i
Livingston Seagull wanted to fly better and higher agd[\gglirt:ff?eanwmng el Jonathar
WOorld.

hgl couple of fishing boats, waiting for scraps of food
» While Jonathan was reaching higher and higher. He was

. nd looking at the other sea
S . gulls down below, w
disaster struck. Debilitated by the extreme fatigue, his right wing failed and Jo:watheag glufr:g:g

into ths darlf, blue sea. His right wing might have broken, but it hurt half as much as his broken
heart. “Is thls the end of my dream?” he thought to himself. But Jonathan Livingston Seagull
was no ordlnf':lry seagull. He knew he was destined for something bigger. Maybe this misga
would stop him for a short while, but after a few days, when his wing healed, Jonathan kneu?/
he would start practising again. He wasn't going to give up on his dream. '

n. He had never

11. Now read the rest of the text below and compare it with yours. How accurate
were you in your predictions? Can you now re-evaluate the comments you
made on the dedication in 9a above?

Suggested answer
| believe my predictions were fairly accurate. Re-evaluating my comments on the dedica-

tion in 9a, | wouldn’t change anything.

A3 03 Bujuiea

12. Reflect on the text as a whole. Can you draw Jonathan's portrait? Which of the
words below would you use? You can add more of your own.

Suggested answer

Jonathan Livingston Seagull seems to

' i -conformis
personality. As a dynamic non-con ' _
fishing boats fighting over food. He leads a solitary existence,

bold, risky flying manoeuvres in his effort to become a morec

have a headstrong, single-minded, revolutionary
t, he refuses to be satisfied with flying low behind
and is happy doing daring,
ompetent flyer.

s how the two are sim-
t be the same as Jona-
activity 12 in drawing

e Blackbird poem. Discus.
kbird’s portrait, woulc! i
f the adjectivesin

xt above with th
draw the blac
you borrow anyo

13. Compare the te
ilar. If you were to
than’s above? Would

this portrait?
Unit4 ¢ Learning to fly 0

Ayydiea ___//’//
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l :
Unit ’\ Learning to fly

Suggested answer
There are certainly similarities between Richard Bach’s Jonathan Livingston Seq 9ullany,
Blackbird lyrics. In both texts, the characters joad solitary lives. The seagull seerys 1., h;fr.
always had a headstrong, non-conformist personality, which pushes him to dq darir:k'
risky things, while the blackbird doesn't provide evidence of such qualities in its persqy .
Both texts, however, talk about the characters’ need to go beyond their limits and thej, fees
to be free, distancing themselves from What the rest of their peers do. If | drew the bla};_
bird's portrait, | would probably use these adjectives: solitary, decisive, revolutiona,'y
daring and bold. :

14. Haveyou felt the need to “fly"? Does the real Jonathan Seagull really live with.
in us all? What are the obstacles on one’s way to freedom and non-conformity)
You can get more ideas for your discussion from the book blurb below:

Suggested answer

[ believe that in adolescence, everybody is hiding a Jonathan Seagull within them. It is the
very nature of adolescence that makes teenagers want to rebel against society, break free
from norms and become independent. For teenagers, the obstacles are their parents, who
expect them to fulfil their dreams, and the conventions of society, which expects them to
behave in specific ways.

15. Jonathan’s parents were “dismayed”, desperate, unhappy and disappointed at
their son’s behaviour. Is this parents’ reaction to their children’s “flight” generally?

Suggested answer

Group A (the children group):

* | have the right to make my own mistakes.

[ will gain experience and learn from my mistakes.

I am a different person, with different needs and aspirations.

* | will not become responsible unless | face the consequences of my actions.

» | feel trapped by your over-protectiveness.

* |feel that you don’t trust me and that you don’t believe in my abilities.

* Icanonly find out what | want to do in life by experimenting and trying new things.
e I don’t want to be ridiculed by my peers, who may believe | lack in initiative ™
* |cannot learn to protect myself from danger unless | am exposed to jt.

* Iflcontinue to depend on you, | will never be able to make my own decisions.

Group B (the parents group):

* You are too young to be on your own.

* You have practically no experience of life.

e There are too many dangers, many more than you can imagine.
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xs1ong as you live in our house, you h
¢ an adult, T know better, so you'q I list
what will our friends and relatives 5 >N 1o me,
qeglectful parents.
make mistakes, the cop _

If you I sequences May be tog car

in’eVerS|b|e' Serious and the damaqe
fyou make the wrong decisions, you ma '
ifyou want to experiment in life, you mga _ _
iike alcohol or substances. fimenting with the

, Why expose yourself to danger if we can help you avoid it?

Will be con

')i(_l(!f(sd

may he

yy de;.’troy your life forever
end up expe "
P expe wrong things,

16. The text above combines action with comments, F
" . . FOr example * .

webbed feet io‘rms part of the action while * seagulls, as yzzvk:;!vlvoweredfhls

ter, never stall” is a general comment on seagull behaviour and this..nerer .al-

nalled by the use of present forms. On the Is also sig-

other hand, past forms are als
. r ' °
to describe Jonathan's character or behaviour, as in “was no ordinary birdgssi(i
was not eating that mattered, but flight”. Can you single out all action p;rts

and reflect on what the text would be like without the comments?

Answer

The past simple verbs to be singled out are: lowered, lifted, strained, slowed, narrowed,
held, forced, ruffled, stalled, and fell. These verbs allow the story to develop, presenting
Jonathan's actions, and are part of the storyline, the backbone of the story. The comments,
one the other hand, add variety to the story and explain why Jonathan behaved in the way he
did and in what way he is different from other seagulls. The comments provide aninsightinto
the feelings of the characters of the story and the context in which the story is taking place.

17.a. What makes the above book extract literary? Make some SugﬁESti?n'stZ??
then read the revised version of the opening sentence below. How is i
ferent from the original sentence? Discuss.

Suggested answer

The revised version of the opening sentence does not” ot enable the rea der to create
The absence of the phrase “A hundred feetin the sky" Q0es|

bt ici ~ation. The use of the verb
dMental image of Jonathan flying in the sky, firing his 'm?tga"“gaz he reader to imagine
'Strained”, instead of “tried", creates a stronger effect &2

t these MOVes.
OW strenuous an effort.it was for Jonathan to carry ou

have the same impact on the reader.

y elemen ike the bOOk extract above

.
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Suggested answer

There was a blackbird once, which lived in a dense forest. It lived a solitary exi‘stence, Perch,
On tree branches, singing to itself, often in the dead of night. One starless night, as th,, igg
was blowing through the branches, it turned its eyes to the sky and realised it feyt Utte;;\j
lonely and Miserable, like a bird with broken wings. This painful realisation mage j; sta,/
to think that Maybe it was time to find a mate, and together they could help their offspr.m:
learn to fly, It haq never looked for a mate before, and the idea of having offspring hag nevc.i
crossed its mind. Peering through the dark black night, it saw a flock of birds glidin-g
through the sky. Maybe its mate was one of these soaring birds. “Perhaps the tirme -
come that I must find a mate. Perhaps it's time to fly away into the light of the dark .,
night and try my luck” it thought to itself. All its life it was only waiting for this moment ,

ari )
Ise, the moment to mature and find a soul mate.

18. Listen to the book read out on YouTube (“Jonathan Livingston Seagull, narrys.
ed by Richard Harris”) and do one or more of the following:

Suggested answer

Students provide their own answers,

agull is a book that will speak to your hearts. It is a book about
those Who never give up on their dreams, those who follow their hearts, those who live
with passion. It is a book about those who don't fit in with the rest but are not afraid to
be different. It is a book about those who want to explore and experiment with life and
strive to fulfil their full potential, because this is the only thing that gives meaning to
their lives. I think you're going to love it because it shows the importance of pursuing a

meaningful life and this is what all of us want to do.

C. Jonathan Livingston Se

19. Watch the trailer of the filmed version of the book on YouTube (“Jonathan Liv-
ingston Seagull - Trailer”) and discuss how the effect might have been different

from that of reading the book.

Suggested answer .
The video depicts Jonathan flying at top speed and losing control oyer a flock of seagulls

sitting on a landfil, looking at him in awe. Just before crashing into the fiack, he manages
d eventually we can see him flying free Over the seq, Because a picture
believe that the video has a stronger impact on, the viewer and gives

to regain control an
onathan’s perseverance in his flying efforts

is a thousand word;, [
us a more realistic picture of J
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