Comparison of adjectives

There are three degrees of adjectives:
Positive, Comparative, Superlative

Comparative (Συγκριτικός βαθμός)
Comparative adjectives are used to compare differences between two people or things. 
comparative adjective (  -er) + than
  Examples
· My house is larger than hers.
· This box is smaller than the one I lost.
· Your dog runs faster than Jim's dog.

Superlative (Υπερθετικός βαθμός)
    Superlative adjectives are used to compare three or more people, places, or things.
superlative adjective (the   -est) + in / of
    Examples
· My house is the largest one in our neighborhood.
· This is the smallest box I've ever seen.
· Your dog ran the fastest of any dog in the race.
· He is the tallest of the students.

	COMPARATIVE ADJECTIVES: STRUCTURE

	
	BASIC ADJECTIVE
	COMPARATIVE ADJECTIVE

	one syllable:
• add er
	cold
	colder

	one syllable ending in e:
• add r
	wide
	wider

	one syllable ending in one vowel and one consonant:
• double the last consonant
• add er
	hot
	hotter

	two syllables ending in y:
• drop the y
• add ier
	easy
	easier

	
	happy
	happier

	
	busy
	busier

	two syllables without y:
• add more + adjective
	modern
	more modern

	
	famous
	more famous

	three or more syllables:
• add more + adjective
	delicious
	more delicious

	
	interesting
	more interesting

	
	comfortable
	more comfortable

	SUPERLATIVE ADJECTIVES: STRUCTURE

	
	BASIC ADJECTIVE
	SUPERLATIVE ADJECTIVE

	one syllable:
• add the + est
	cold
	the coldest

	one syllable ending in e:
• add the + st
	wide
	the widest

	one syllable ending with one vowel and one consonant:
• add the
• double the last consonant
• add est
	hot
	the hottest

	two syllables ending in y:
• add the
• drop the y
• add iest
	easy
	the easiest

	
	happy
	the happiest

	
	busy
	the busiest

	two syllables without y:
• add the most + adjective
	modern
	the most modern

	
	famous
	the most famous

	three or more syllables:
• add the most + adjective
	delicious
	the most delicious

	
	interesting
	the most interesting

	
	comfortable
	the most comfortable




Irregular comparatives and superlatives
These very common adjectives have completely irregular comparative and superlative forms.
	Adjective
	Comparative
	Superlative

	good / well
	better
	the best

	bad / badly
	worse
	the worst

	little
	less
	the least

	much / many
	more
	the most

	far
	further / farther
	the furthest / farthest






Comparing two things

1. You can compare two people or things using  “as ... as” and “not as / so …. as”.
Examples
Ann is as tall as Mary.
I think tomorrow it will not  be as / so hot as today.

2. You can use “a lot”, “much”, “a little”, “a bit”, “slightly” and “far” before “more /   less than” or in front of comparative adjectives to strengthen or weaken the comparison.
Examples
“She’s a lot more intelligent than him.”
“This car is much faster than the other one.”
“They are much less wealthy than they used to be.”
“He’s a little taller than his sister.”
“She’s slightly less interested in football than him.
“We are far more involved in charity than they are.”

3. When we want to describe how something or someone changes, we can use two comparatives with and:
Examples
The balloon got bigger and bigger.
Everything is getting more and more expensive.
Grandfather is looking older and older. 

4. We often use the….. the… with comparative adjectives to show that one thing depends on another:
Examples
The faster you drive, the more dangerous it is. 
(= When you drive faster, it is more dangerous.)
The higher they climbed, the colder it got. 
(= When they climbed higher, it got colder.)

