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Ocean and Sea Idioms
Use this ocean themed product to expand idiom use and understanding.

This product contains: 
• 30 cards containing different idioms related to the ocean/sea  
• 30 cards defining the idioms
• 3 blank idiom cards and 3 blank definition cards for you to add your own
• List of all idioms and definitions

You will find many different uses for the cards:
• Match idiom to the definition
• Use the idiom in a sentence
• Define the idiom without matching the card
• Homework

I hope you enjoy this product and 
please remember to leave feedback!



Idiom Definition Idiom Definition

Like a fish out of water Very uncomfortable or out 
of place

Packed like sardines Very crowded

A whale of a time Having a great time Smooth sailing Easy and with no problems

The world is your oyster You can get all you want 
from life

Slippery as an eel Untrustworthy or tricky

Big fish in a small pond Important person in a small 
area

Sink or swim Fail or succeed

The coast is clear No one will see or catch you Smells fishy Something dishonest may 
be happening

A drop in the ocean A very small part of what 
you really need

Swim against the tide Go against what is popular

Rock the boat Say or do something that 
upsets people or causes 
problems

The tip of the iceberg Small part of a bigger 
problem

Make waves Cause trouble Water under the bridge The experience is over and 
done with

Run a tight ship Run things in an organized 
and firm manner

Whatever floats your boat Whatever interests you

Go overboard To do something to excess Fish for compliments Try to get someone to give 
you a compliment

Fishy Suspicious Fish or cut bait Either do the job or let 
someone else do it

A fine kettle of fish A mess Green around the gills You look sick

Clam up Not talking Dead in the water Unable to compete

Red as a lobster Sunburned Plenty of other fish in the 
sea

There are other people to 
choose from

Card shark Great card player Keep your head above 
water

You are just barely able to 
handle things
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Fail or succeed
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may be happening
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problem
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and done with

DEFINITION

Whatever interests you

The Speech B
uzz

The Speech B
uzz

The Speech B
uzz

The Speech B
uzz

The Speech B
uzz

The Speech B
uzz



IDIOM

Fish for compliments

IDIOM

Fish or cut bait

IDIOM

Green around the gills

DEFINITION

Try to get someone to 
give you a compliment
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Keep your head above 
water
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Unable to compete

DEFINITION

There are other people 
to choose from

DEFINITION

You are just barely 
able to handle things
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Thank you so much for your purchase!!!
This product is for personal use by a single individual.  Licenses are available at 
50% off if you would like to share this product.  You may use this product in your 
classroom and copy this item for use in your classroom by your students.  You 
may not give this item to others or copy/modify any part of this product to offer 
for free or for sale.

Make a little money by leaving feedback
If you enjoyed this product – please leave feedback.  Remember that when you 
leave feedback you receive TPT credits that can be used with future purchases.  

Check out 
these products 
also!!!
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