Narrative Tenses
Narrative tenses are used to talk about past events and to tell stories
Narrative tenses are four tenses that we often use for talking about past events.
 
The most common of these is the past simple. 
 
The other three tenses, the past continuous, the past perfect simple and the past perfect continuous, can help us to say what we want more efficiently.

Narrative tenses are common in written stories, especially when they describe action

Bond opened the door very slowly, looked carefully around the room and walked in. The window was open and the curtains were blowing in the wind. Clearly someone had left in a hurry.
The first three verbs - opened, looked and walked - are a sequence: they are written in the order that the actions took place. We know this because they are in the past simple. 
 
The past continuous verb, were blowing, shows an action in progress: the curtains started blowing before he walked into the room and continued to blow while he was there.
 
The last verb, had left, shows an action that happened before he walked in.
Story
This happened over twenty years ago. I had been staying(stay) with some friends who had bought(buy) a cottage in southern Italy and I was flying back home to London. We were about twenty minutes into the flight when I realized (realise) something was wrong. We had climbed(climb) to 10,000 meters and the pilot had switched(switch off) the seat belt sign. We had been flying(fly) smoothly for about five minutes when I saw(see) an old man on the other side of the cabin staring out of the window with an expression of pure terror on his face. Then he raised (raise) his hands in the air and said (say) very loudly, 'My God, we are all going to die!' Two flight attendants, who were chatting (chat) nearby, came over and looked (look) out of the window. One of them immediately ran (run) to the front of the plane and went (go) into the cockpit, and at the same time, I felt the plane begin to lose height. Then the pilot made an announcement. He said we had lost     (lose) one engine and we would have to return to the airport. At the time I thought this meant one engine had stopped(stop) working, but I later learned that the engine had actually fallen off(actually / fall off) the plane and I wondered whether it had hit(hit) anybody on the ground. I never found out(find out) but at least the mishap did not damage(not / damage) the wing or any other parts of the aircraft and we landed(land) about 30 minutes later without trouble.



A lucky escape: gap fill
It was a Sunday morning and we (1)     (get up) early. We (2)       (arrange) to take the children to London to visit my parents. We (3)      (shower), had breakfast and while I(1)       (make) some sandwiches to take with us, Sally (5)      (get) the children ready. The train left at 8.20, so at eight o’clock we (6)     (leave) the house to walk to the village station. Just as we (7)      (go out) of the door, the phone(8)      (ring). It was my mother calling to say that my father had caught a cold and to ask if we could postpone our trip. Of course I (9)       (agree), but the children were very disappointed. In the end, Sally suggested taking the train to another town about a hundred kilometres away, where we could go to the funfair. We (10)      (set off) for the station rather late but unfortunately when we finally (11)      (get) there, the train (12)       (already / leave).There was nothing we could do as the next train didn’t leave until midday, so we (13)     (get) home. We had to buy ice-cream to keep the children quiet. That evening we       (14) (hear) on the news that there(15)       (be) an accident at the funfair and twenty-five people(16)       (kill). It was the luckiest escape we have ever had.



