THINK TEEN 2 – UNIT 4
ALT SCHOOL
AltSchool was an education initiative in the United States, founded in 2013 by Max Ventilla, a former Google executive. It aimed to reinvent K-8 education by creating personalized, student-centered learning experiences. AltSchool combined small, technology-enhanced classrooms with a strong emphasis on individual learning needs and project-based learning.
Key Features of AltSchool:
1. Personalized Learning: The curriculum was customized for each student, allowing for individualized pacing and content based on students' strengths, interests, and areas for growth.
2. Technology Integration: AltSchool used a proprietary software platform to track students' progress and manage personalized learning plans. Teachers and students could use the platform to access lessons, assignments, and feedback.
3. Micro-Schools: The school model consisted of small, community-based "micro-schools" with fewer students than traditional schools. This allowed for a more intimate learning environment.
4. Project-Based Learning: The focus was on real-world projects that encouraged students to develop problem-solving skills and engage in hands-on learning experiences.
Evolution and Challenges:
· Initially, AltSchool attracted significant attention and funding, raising over $175 million from investors, including Mark Zuckerberg's education-focused fund.
· However, the model faced challenges scaling up and achieving sustainable financial success.
· By 2017, AltSchool began closing some of its micro-schools and shifting its focus to developing educational technology for other schools rather than running its own schools.
Current Status:
AltSchool has since rebranded as Altitude Learning and now primarily offers its educational technology platform to support personalized learning in traditional schools, rather than operating as a network of private micro-schools.
The AltSchool experiment highlighted both the potential and difficulties of integrating technology and personalized learning in K-12 education, influencing ongoing discussions about educational innovation.
Write A or D next to each one of the statements below depending on whether they are about an advantage or a disadvantage of ALT SCHOOL.  
1. The school was costly, so not everyone could afford to go.
2. The school could change the lessons to match what students were interested in or needed to learn.
3. Using a lot of technology in learning might not work well for students who prefer learning without screens.
4. Students did real-world projects, which made learning more interesting and helped them build problem-solving skills.
5. Because it was expensive, the students came mostly from similar backgrounds, so there wasn’t as much variety in students’ experiences.
6. AltSchool encouraged creativity and tried to make learning fun and exciting.
7. Teachers had to spend a lot of time planning different lessons for each student, which could be overwhelming.
8. With fewer students in each class, teachers could give more attention to each student.
9. The idea of personalized learning for every student was tough to do in more places without losing quality.
10. The small school setting also helped students develop important social skills like working with others and managing their emotions.
11. Since the school’s approach was new, it didn’t always work out as well as traditional schools for some students.
12. The school used technology to keep track of how students were doing and make sure they got the right lessons for them.












Instructions for a Debate on AltSchool
Debate Topic:
"Should schools like AltSchool, which focus on personalized learning and technology, be the future of education?"
Objective:
To engage in a structured discussion about the advantages and disadvantages of the AltSchool model and to develop critical thinking, public speaking, and teamwork skills.
Debate Format:
1. Preparation:
· Divide the class into two teams: Team A (Proponents of AltSchool) and Team B (Opponents of AltSchool).
· Each team will prepare arguments for their position on whether schools like AltSchool should be the future of education.
2. Research:
· Students should review the advantages and disadvantages of AltSchool discussed in class.
· Encourage them to find additional information or examples to support their arguments. They can use articles, studies, or personal experiences.
3. Structure of the Debate:
· Opening Statements (2 minutes each): Each team presents its main arguments. Team A goes first, followed by Team B.
· Round 1: Arguments (1 minute each): Each team takes turns presenting one argument supporting their position.
· Round 2: Counterarguments (1 minute each): Teams respond to the arguments made by the opposing team, offering counterarguments.
· Round 3: Rebuttals (30 seconds each): Teams make a final statement addressing the opposing team’s points.
· Closing Statements (1 minute each): Each team summarizes their key points and concludes their case.
4. Judging the Debate:
· Designate a judge or panel of judges (could be teachers or peers) to evaluate the debate based on:
· Clarity: How clearly were the arguments presented?
· Relevance: Did the arguments address the topic and the opposing team's points?
· Persuasiveness: How convincing were the arguments?
· Teamwork: How well did team members work together and support each other?
5. Post-Debate Reflection:
· After the debate, hold a class discussion. Encourage students to share what they learned, which arguments they found most convincing, and how the debate changed their perspectives.

Tips for Success:
· Practice Speaking: Encourage students to practice their speeches to improve their delivery.
· Stay Respectful: Remind students to listen to the opposing team and remain respectful, even when they disagree.
· Use Evidence: Encourage the use of facts, statistics, and examples to support arguments.
· Be Prepared for Questions: Teams should be ready to answer questions from the opposing team or the judges.

