The Great European Languages Quiz

1. 🇮🇹 In Italian, what does “grazie” mean?
   A. Thank you
   B. Excuse me
   C. Goodbye
   D. Please

2. 🇪🇸 Which language is spoken in Portugal?
   A. Catalan
   B. Portuguese
   C. Italian
   D. Spanish

3. 🇫🇷 In French, what does “chat” mean when referring to an animal?
   A. Bird
   B. Horse
   C. Cat
   D. Rabbit

4. 🇬🇷 Greek is written using the same alphabet as modern English.
   True
   False

5. 🇩🇪 What does the German word “Danke” mean?
   A. Sorry
   B. Thank you
   C. Hello
   D. Good night

6. 🧭 Which of these are Romance languages? Select every correct answer.
   A. Italian
   B. Spanish
   C. Romanian
   D. German

7. 🇫🇮 Finnish belongs to the same language family as Swedish.
   True
   False

8. 🇳🇱 Which language uses the word “fiets” for a bicycle?
   A. Dutch
   B. Greek
   C. Polish
   D. French

9. 🇪🇺 Which European language is famous for using the letter “þ”, called thorn, in its modern alphabet?
   A. Portuguese
   B. Hungarian
   C. Albanian
   D. Icelandic

10. 🇵🇱 In Polish, what does “dzień dobry” usually mean?
   A. See you tomorrow
   B. Good luck
   C. Good morning / good day
   D. Good evening
European Languages Quiz — Round 2

1. 🇨🇿 In Czech, what does “Ahoj” commonly mean in an informal setting?
   A. Please
   B. Good night
   C. Thank you
   D. Hello or bye

2. 🇳🇴 Which language family does Norwegian belong to?
   A. Uralic
   B. North Germanic
   C. Slavic
   D. Romance

3. 🇭🇺 In Hungarian, what does “szia” commonly mean?
   A. Excuse me
   B. Hello or goodbye
   C. How much does it cost?
   D. Good morning only

4. 🇮🇪 Irish and Scottish Gaelic are closely related Celtic languages.
   True
   False

5. 🇫🇷 English speakers beware! In French, what does “actuellement” usually mean?
   A. Actually, in fact
   B. Accidentally, by mistake
   C. Currently, at present
   D. Eventually, in the end

6. 🗣️ Which of these languages are Slavic languages? Select every correct answer.
   A. Croatian
   B. Lithuanian
   C. Bulgarian
   D. Czech

7. 🇪🇸 In Spanish, what does “embarazada” usually mean?
   A. Pregnant
   B. In a hurry
   C. Embarrassed
   D. Exhausted

8. 🇪🇪 Estonian belongs to the same Uralic language family as Finnish.
   True
   False

9. 🇩🇰 Which letter appears in the Danish alphabet but not in the standard 26-letter English alphabet?
   A. Æ
   B. Ñ
   C. Ł
   D. Ç

10. 👋 Which of these are common ways to say “hello” in the languages named? Select every correct answer.
   A. “Merci” in French
   B. “Olá” in Portuguese
   C. “Ciao” in Italian
   D. “Bună” in Romanian

1. All 24 official EU languages
The table below gives each language's native name, main language family, where it is an official national language within the EU, and a useful greeting.
	#
	Language and native name
	Language family
	Main country or countries
	“Hello”

	1
	Bulgarian — български
	Slavic
	Bulgaria
	Здравейте (Zdraveyte)

	2
	Croatian — hrvatski
	Slavic
	Croatia
	Bok

	3
	Czech — čeština
	Slavic
	Czechia
	Dobrý den

	4
	Danish — dansk
	Germanic
	Denmark
	Hej

	5
	Dutch — Nederlands
	Germanic
	Netherlands, Belgium
	Hallo

	6
	English — English
	Germanic
	Ireland, Malta
	Hello

	7
	Estonian — eesti keel
	Uralic
	Estonia
	Tere

	8
	Finnish — suomi
	Uralic
	Finland
	Hei

	9
	French — français
	Romance
	France, Belgium, Luxembourg
	Bonjour

	10
	German — Deutsch
	Germanic
	Germany, Austria, Belgium, Luxembourg
	Guten Tag

	11
	Greek — ελληνικά
	Hellenic
	Greece, Cyprus
	Γεια σας (Yia sas)

	12
	Hungarian — magyar
	Uralic
	Hungary
	Jó napot

	13
	Irish — Gaeilge
	Celtic
	Ireland
	Dia dhuit

	14
	Italian — italiano
	Romance
	Italy
	Buongiorno

	15
	Latvian — latviešu valoda
	Baltic
	Latvia
	Sveiki

	16
	Lithuanian — lietuvių kalba
	Baltic
	Lithuania
	Labas

	17
	Maltese — Malti
	Semitic
	Malta
	Bonġu

	18
	Polish — polski
	Slavic
	Poland
	Cześć

	19
	Portuguese — português
	Romance
	Portugal
	Olá

	20
	Romanian — română
	Romance
	Romania
	Bună

	21
	Slovak — slovenčina
	Slavic
	Slovakia
	Dobrý deň

	22
	Slovenian — slovenščina
	Slavic
	Slovenia
	Živjo

	23
	Spanish — español
	Romance
	Spain
	Hola

	24
	Swedish — svenska
	Germanic
	Sweden, Finland
	Hej


The greetings are common examples, not always interchangeable across formal and informal situations. The country list identifies the principal EU countries where each language is official; some languages have official status in multiple countries. Source: 
[image: https://www.google.com/s2/favicons?domain=https://european-union.europa.eu&sz=32]
European Union
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2. The main language families
Languages are grouped into families according to their historical relationships. A family is a bit like a family tree: languages may share an ancient ancestor even if they sound very different today.
[image: Roman Forum in Italy]
Romance languages
French, Italian, Portuguese, Romanian, Spanish
These developed from Latin, the language of ancient Rome. They often share recognizable words, such as Spanish familia, Italian famiglia and Portuguese família.
[image: Ипотека, ставки и нагрузка на домохозяйства в Норвегии в 2025 году | Новости norge.ru]
Germanic languages
Danish, Dutch, English, German, Swedish
These share historical roots. English and German have many related words, such as English house and German Haus. Danish and Swedish are North Germanic languages.
[image: View from the clock tower]
Slavic languages
Bulgarian, Croatian, Czech, Polish, Slovak, Slovenian
These have a shared Slavic heritage. Some, such as Czech and Slovak, have substantial similarities, although they remain distinct languages.
[image: Mökkihöperyys: Finnish Cottage Life - Finland abroad: Australia]
Uralic languages
Estonian, Finnish, Hungarian
These are not Indo-European languages. Finnish and Estonian are closely related, while Hungarian belongs to a different branch of the Uralic family.
[image: Estland, Lettland und Litauen – Junges Europa im Baltikum - bauernzeitung.ch | BauernZeitung]
Baltic languages
Latvian, Lithuanian
These form a separate branch of the Indo-European family. Lithuanian is especially known for retaining some old grammatical features.
[image: Acropolis with Parthenon temple in Athens,  Greece]
Other distinct branches
Greek, Irish, Maltese
Greek belongs to the Hellenic branch, and Irish to the Celtic branch of Indo-European. Maltese is a Semitic language descended primarily from a variety of Arabic, with significant Italian and Sicilian influence.
The family groupings above follow the broad linguistic classifications used in European language references. 
[image: https://www.google.com/s2/favicons?domain=https://op.europa.eu&sz=32]
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3. The three writing systems used by the 24 official languages
[image: Latin Inscription]
Latin
A, B, C, D…
Used by 22 EU official languages
[image: Viajes a Bulgaria. Qué planeamos vuestro próximo viaje a Bulgaria - Curiosidades que no conocías del alfabeto cirílico búlgaro]
Cyrillic
А, Б, В, Г…
Bulgarian
[image: The Greeks - Boustrophedon]
Greek
Α, Β, Γ, Δ…
Greek
Most EU official languages use the Latin alphabet. Bulgarian uses Cyrillic, while Greek uses the Greek alphabet. 
[image: https://www.google.com/s2/favicons?domain=https://translation.ec.europa.eu&sz=32]
translation.ec.europa.eu
4. Ten fascinating facts about EU languages
[image: Valletta Architecture: Baroque & Gates | Love Valletta]
1. Maltese is unique in the EU
It is a Semitic language written in the Latin alphabet. Its vocabulary reflects Arabic roots alongside extensive influence from Italian and Sicilian.
[image: Irish Last Names: Origins, Meanings, History and Irish Surnames Guide]
2. Irish is a Celtic language
Its name is Gaeilge. Its grammar and vocabulary differ substantially from English, even though both are official EU languages.
[image: Script on stone tablet, Aphrodisias, Aydin]
3. Greek has a very long written history
Greek has written records stretching back thousands of years. Modern Greek and ancient Greek are related, but they are not identical.
[image: Die Weihnachtszeit in Helsinki I skandinavien.eu]
4. Finnish isn't a Germanic language
Despite Finland's Nordic connections, Finnish belongs to the Uralic family. Swedish is also an official language of Finland.
[image: A first-time guide to Lithuania - Lonely Planet]
5. Lithuanian preserves ancient features
Its vocabulary and grammar retain features that make it especially interesting to historical linguists studying Indo-European languages.
[image: Solve Dublin jigsaw puzzle online with 192 pieces]
6. English remained an EU official language after Brexit
The United Kingdom's departure did not remove English from the EU's official-language list. English is also an official language of Ireland and Malta.
[image: De leukste steden in Portugal | ANWB]
7. Spanish and Portuguese are related but distinct
Their shared Latin roots make some vocabulary recognizable across both languages, but pronunciation, grammar and everyday expressions differ.
[image: Praha sa riadi názormi odborníkov, Bratislava komentármi na sociálnej sieti | Bratislavak.sk]
8. Czech and Slovak are closely related
Their shared history means that speakers can often understand parts of each other's languages, although understanding varies by speaker and exposure.
[image: Make the Most of Your Airport Layover with Free City Tours | Condé Nast Traveler]
9. Dutch and German share many linguistic roots
Both are West Germanic languages. Some words look similar, but the languages have developed their own grammar, pronunciation and vocabulary.
[image: Anatomía del Parlamento Europeo en la legislatura 2024-2029 | Demócrata]
10. EU multilingualism involves enormous translation work
EU institutions translate legislation and official material into the official languages and provide interpretation for multilingual meetings. The precise arrangements depend on the institution and type of document.
Sources: European Commission language information and the EU's official language guide. 
[image: https://www.google.com/s2/favicons?domain=https://commission.europa.eu&sz=32]
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5. What about languages that aren't official EU languages?
The EU's 24 official languages are only part of Europe's linguistic diversity. More than 60 regional or minority languages are also spoken across the EU, alongside languages brought by migration. 
[image: https://www.google.com/s2/favicons?domain=https://commission.europa.eu&sz=32]
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Some notable examples include:
	Language
	Where it is spoken
	Interesting detail

	Catalan
	Spain, including Catalonia and the Balearic Islands
	A Romance language distinct from Spanish

	Basque
	Northern Spain and southwestern France
	A language isolate with no demonstrated relationship to a known living language family

	Galician
	Northwestern Spain
	A Romance language closely related historically to Portuguese

	Luxembourgish
	Luxembourg
	A national language that is not one of the EU's 24 official languages

	Welsh
	Wales, United Kingdom
	A Celtic language

	Sámi languages
	Northern parts of Finland and other Nordic countries
	A group of languages spoken by Sámi communities





Here is the phrase “Today we are going to present all the European languages” translated into all 24 official languages of the European Union.
	#
	Language
	Translation

	1
	🇧🇬 Bulgarian
	Днес ще представим всички европейски езици.

	2
	🇭🇷 Croatian
	Danas ćemo predstaviti sve europske jezike.

	3
	🇨🇿 Czech
	Dnes představíme všechny evropské jazyky.

	4
	🇩🇰 Danish
	I dag vil vi præsentere alle de europæiske sprog.

	5
	🇳🇱 Dutch
	Vandaag gaan we alle Europese talen presenteren.

	6
	🇬🇧 English
	Today we are going to present all the European languages.

	7
	🇪🇪 Estonian
	Täna tutvustame kõiki Euroopa keeli.

	8
	🇫🇮 Finnish
	Tänään esittelemme kaikki Euroopan kielet.

	9
	🇫🇷 French
	Aujourd’hui, nous allons présenter toutes les langues européennes.

	10
	🇩🇪 German
	Heute werden wir alle europäischen Sprachen vorstellen.

	11
	🇬🇷 Greek
	Σήμερα θα παρουσιάσουμε όλες τις ευρωπαϊκές γλώσσες.

	12
	🇭🇺 Hungarian
	Ma be fogjuk mutatni az összes európai nyelvet.

	13
	🇮🇪 Irish
	Inniu, táimid chun na teangacha Eorpacha ar fad a chur i láthair.

	14
	🇮🇹 Italian
	Oggi presenteremo tutte le lingue europee.

	15
	🇱🇻 Latvian
	Šodien mēs prezentēsim visas Eiropas valodas.

	16
	🇱🇹 Lithuanian
	Šiandien pristatysime visas Europos kalbas.

	17
	🇲🇹 Maltese
	Illum se nippreżentaw il-lingwi Ewropej kollha.

	18
	🇵🇱 Polish
	Dzisiaj przedstawimy wszystkie języki europejskie.

	19
	🇵🇹 Portuguese
	Hoje vamos apresentar todas as línguas europeias.

	20
	🇷🇴 Romanian
	Astăzi vom prezenta toate limbile europene.

	21
	🇸🇰 Slovak
	Dnes predstavíme všetky európske jazyky.

	22
	🇸🇮 Slovenian
	Danes bomo predstavili vse evropske jezike.

	23
	🇪🇸 Spanish
	Hoy vamos a presentar todas las lenguas europeas.

	24
	🇸🇪 Swedish
	I dag ska vi presentera alla europeiska språk.
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