                Reading comprehension 
 Α. Read the following text and answer the questions that follow:
 Recycling has become extremely popular in the US, particularly in recent years. The enthusiasm for re-using materials has come from the realization that Americans produce far more waste per person than most Europeans: a total of 200 million tons a year. 

A hugely successful scheme has been operating in Palm Beach County. Rubbish is sorted into different categories. Paper, glass and plastic are sold to recycling firms. Kitchen waste is used to power a generator which supplies electricity to 30,000 houses. Other materials are used to make soil, which is then used for growing fruit and vegetables. 

There are of course arguments against recycling. It can be expensive to run the schemes. Manufacturers in Germany are trying to solve the problem at the production stage, when their goods are packaged. Soap powders are now more concentrated and packed in small containers, toothpaste tubes are sold without boxes and plastic wrapping has been reduced. 

In a time when newspapers and TV news bulletins are filled with depressing stories of environmental disasters, it is important to remind people, especially children, that they can make a difference.    
1. Why has recycling become extremely popular in the US? 
2. How does Palm Beach County deal with their rubbish? Answer briefly in your own words.  
3. What do German manufacturers do to run the recycling schemes more economically?      Give two examples. 
4. Match the definitions with words from the text: 
    a.   understanding    
    b.   separated into similar types 

    c.   a discussion or debate
    d.   to manage or organise       
    e.   making one feel sad and disappointed 

B. VOCABULARY
1. Find the odd word out

1. dustbin – cupboard - waste paper basket – ashtray

2. tin- can- metal – plastic

3. response- reply- answer- question

4. reduce – involve- lessen- decrease

5. stretch- elongate – deflate – lengthen

2. Choose the correct item

1. Honey is a sweet …………….  that  is produced by bees.

a. material        b.substance         c.    matter           d. fabric

2. Factories must stop pumping toxic ………….. into rivers.

a. garbage        b. rubbish              c. litter            d. waste

3. Each sweet comes ………………. In silver paper.

a. enclosed         b. folded up         c. packaged           d. wrapped
4. She ……………. Out some old clothes and gave them to a charity shop.

a. sorted        b. selected            c. separated             d. segregated

5. The new ………………. to help young people find jobs has been very successful.

a. pattern       b. scheme           c. plot                      d. system

3. Fill in the gaps with the appriopriate words from the list below:

 Plastic         environmentally aware            recycling               environment   
 products          aluminium            decompose            disposing of      bottle banks
It is important these days to try to be as 1) ……………………… as possible, which means 2) ………………….. our waste instead of 3)……………….It in the usual way.For example, instead of throwing 4) ………………  cans away, they can be crushed and taken for recycling, and bottles can be taken to 5) …………….. instead of  being put in the rubbish bin. We should try to use as little 6) ……………… as possible because it takes a long time to 7) …………… and to buy recycled paper to write on. Recycled 8)…………….  Are often the same price as normal ones, but are a lot kinder to the 9)………………  .
4. Fill in the correct word derived from the word in brackets
1)………………………(conserve) are very concerned about the ever-growing number of 2)………………….(danger) species in the world. 3)…………………. ( environment) problems such as freak weather conditions, fire and acid rain are resulting in the 4)……………………( destroy) of vast areas of woodland and forest. These areas are home to large numbers of animals and, as the land is vital to their 5)…………………. (survive), this is having 6)………….........( alarm) effects. 7)………………….(ecology) advocate the use of ozone-friendly products and, of course recycling to achieve a 8)………………..(reduce) in environmental damage. Safari parks have also been established in an attempt to give 9)……………….. (protect) to animals from big-game hunters. Numbers are slowly beginning to increase and will 10)………………….( hope) continue to do so in the future.
B. Choose the correct item
1. You should ……………….. to my party. I was expecting you.

          a. come               b. have come

2. She studied hard, …..……………..  she didn’t pass her test.

          a. yet                b.  though 

3. She wasted a lot of time …………………. at the shop windows.

          a. looking          b. to look

4. It would be wonderful to see…………..Tom and Ann at the party.

         a. either             b. both

5. We need ……………… information on the project.

          a. further         b. farther

4. A. Fill in the appropriate prepositions or particles (5 points)
                Down       over         across          in        on   with    about
a.  Brian is in hospital because he was run …………….. by a car.

b. Terry asked me for a date but I turned his offer …………….. .

c. There has been an increase ………… the unemployment rates lately.

d. Looking through my diary I came …………. Tim’s  telephone number.

e. His excitement …………… participating in the festival was great.
                                                     Good Luck!!!!!!!!
