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Worksheet on grammar

Tense revision
Name :

Class : C

A. Match the sentences with the uses of each tense in them.

1. Tina works as a nurse.

2. Our plane leaves at 10.00 tomorrow.

3. It rains a lot in winter.

4. Does your brother usually wake up at 7.00 on weekdays?

5. Robert is talking to his boss right now.

6. You’re always interrupting me.

7. Air pollution is increasing in our city.

8. I’m staying with my aunt these days.

9. I’m visiting some friends at the weekend.

10. When I was younger I often went jogging in the park.

11. I bought a CD player yesterday.

12. I finished my homework, then made a few phone calls and arranged to see my friends later in the evening.

13. While John was cooking, Julia was sleeping.

14. There were a lot of people at the station. Some were talking on their mobile phones, others were sleeping and a few were walking up and down.

15. At 10.00 last night I was having a shower.

16. A few years ago I was working in a travel agency.

17. We were enjoying dinner in the restaurant when one of the customers started shouting.

Present Simple

a.1 permanent situations

a.2 routines, habits (adverbs of frequency)

a.3 general truths

a.4 schedules, timetables

Present Continuous

b.1 actions happening at the moment of speaking

b.2 temporary situations (around the moment of speaking)

b.3 expressing annoyance at repeated actions (always)

b.4 describing changing situations

b.5 arrangements for the near future (verbs of movement)

Past Simple

c.1 routines, habits in the past

c.2 actions happening one after the other in the past

c.3 completed actions in the past (the time is usually mentioned)

Past Continuous

d.1 two actions happening simultaneously

d.2 an action in progress at a specific time in the past

d.3 giving the background at the beginning of a story

d.4 temporary situations in the past

d.5 action in progress interrupted by another action (Past Simple)

18. My mum had done the washing up by midnight.

19. The film had already started when we got to the cinema.

20. They were tired because they had been cleaning the house all day.

21. .I’ve cooked lunch. Would you like to eat now?

22. Tim has known his friends since High School.

23. Have you ever visited the new Acropolis Museum in Athens?

24. We have just washed the car. Look how shiny it is now!

25. Susan has been studying English for six years.

26. We’ve been walking around all day. That’s why we are so tired.

27. I’ve run out of milk. I’ll just go and get some.

28. I expect it will rain today.

29. I’ll be on time, I promise.

30. Will you help me tidy my room, please?

31. I won’t speak to you again!

32. My brother is going to study Biology.

33. Look out! You’re going to crash onto that tree.

34. At 9.00 tomorrow I will be flying to Paris.

35. I will have returned by the time you leave.

Future Simple

e.1 decisions made at the time of speaking                            e.2  promises, threats, requests

e.3  predictions not based on evidence (I think, hope, guess, expect, I’m sure)

Future Continuous

f. action in progress at a specific time in the future

‘Going to’ Future

g.1  plans                                         g.2 predictions based on evidence

Future Perfect

h. actions that will have been completed before some specific time in the future (by the time)

Past Perfect

i.1  action that finished before another action in the past

i.2   action that finished before a specific time in the past

Past Perfect Continuous

j. referring to an action with duration with visible results at a later  time in the past

Present Perfect Simple

k.1 action in the past when the time is not mentioned

k.2 action that started in the past and continues to the present

k.3 something that happened in the past with visible results in the present.

k.4 talking or asking about experiences.

Present Perfect Continuous

l.1 emphasis on the duration of a past action that comes up to the present

l.2 talking about an action that happened over a period of time in the past and may have finished, but the results are obvious in the present.
B. Write time expressions used with each of the tenses.



                                                                                                                                         



                                                                  




                                                                                                       




                                                                                                                

C. Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tense.

Sammy Milton is not very clever. He ........................ (walk) along the beach one day when he .................. (trip) over something and ....................... (fall) on the sand. He ....................... (not/look) where he was going. ‘What is this?’ he said, picking up the object he ......................... (trip) over. ‘I ........................ (never/see) anything like it before.’ It was in fact a very old lamp, and as he ............................... (rub) it, a genie suddenly ......................... (fly) out of it. ‘You ................................... (just/release) me from the lamp!’ said the genie. ‘Now you may have three wishes.’ ‘Great’ said Sammy who .......................... (feel) very thirsty. ‘I ............................ (want) a bottle of lemonade that never ................................ (run out).’ ‘No problem,’ said the genie, and .......................... (produce) one instantly. Sammy picked up the bottle and ............................ (drink) all the lemonade in one go. Magically, the bottle ......................... (fill) itself up again. Sammy drank all that, and exactly the same thing ............................. (happen) again. ‘That’s amazing!’ he said. ‘Thanks very much!’ ‘You still .......................... (have) two more wishes, young man.’ ‘That’s easy,’ said Sammy. ‘I .............................. (have) two more of these bottles of lemonade!’

D. Rephrase the following sentences using the words in bold. 

1. It’s years since I spoke to Jenny.                                         for

.................................................................................. 

2. How long is it since you moved here?                                   did

    ...................................................................................

3. When did you get your diploma?                                       how long
    ................................................................................

4. I haven’t seen such a good film for ages.                           since

    .................................................................................

5. Three days were enough for them to paint the whole house         it

     ...........................................................................................

6. This is the worst food I’ve ever eaten.                                      never

    ............................................................................................

.

7. The Whites arrived here two hours ago.                                        been

     .............................................................................................

8. Mr Smith is the owner of this house.                                          to
   ................................................................................................
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