Film study : MISSISSIPPI BURNING       Worksheet n°1
THE PLOT

Summer 1964 : a time when the U.S.A was torn by violence and social troubles. Three young civil rights fighters come to the voter registration office for Blacks in a small Mississippi town. Arrested by the police and then released, they disappear mysteriously.
THE CHARACTERS

Two FBI agents, Rupert Anderson (Gene Hackman) -a former sheriff in the South- and Alan Ward (Willem Dafoe) -from the North and a more academic bakground- are in charge of the investigation. They are determined to know the truth at any price.

THE FILM DIRECTOR
In this eighth film, Alan Parker plunges into the American deep South during the turbulent 1960s where terror and racism were orchestrated by the Ku Klux Klan.

Vocabulary:

To tear (tore-torn) = déchirer

Civil rights = droits civiques

Voter registration office = bureau d’inscription sur les listes électorales

To release = libérer


From an academic background = issu d’un milieu intellectuel
Answer:

( Where is Mississippi located?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

( What does the film title suggest?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

( What kind of movie do you expect?
( romance
( comedy
( drama
( adventure
( science fiction
( thriller
( horror

( What do these three letter stand for: FBI?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

( Do you know what the Ku Klux Klan is?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

DESCRIBE THE FILM POSTERS 
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MISSISSIPPI BURNING: Worksheet n°2
I) OPENING SCENE

WHEN?...................................................

WHERE?.....................................................................................................

WHAT? (complete the following sentences so as to make a summary of the facts as you saw them happen on the screen)
a) Three boys, one black, two………………………………………are………………………………………………………..

b) A police car……………………………………………………………………….

c) The policemen start bumping………………………………………………………………………………………………….

d) One of the boys was shot dead by………………………………………………………………………………………..

II) THE INVESTIGATION

( The police





What do we lean about them?

	ANDERSON


	

	WARD


	

	STUCKEY


	

	PELL


	


( The case
Fill in the blanks with the words given in the brackets:

A……………………………………………………………………….person case:3……………………………………………………………………….from the Civil Rights movement have……………………………………………………………………….

(activists – missing – disappeared)

The 3 Civil Rights boys had come there to………………………………………….setting up a……………………………………

registration ofice. Before the Blacks had a chance to say “yes”, the ……………………………...burnt their……………….…………… down.

(voter – propose – church – Klan)

At around 3 p.m, Pell says he………………………………………the three boys for………………………………………………….

He kept them in……………………………………until 10 p.m, then………………………………………………….them.

He says he ……………………………………………….them as far as the county line and………………………………………….saw them again.
(released – speeding – never – arrested – followed – jail)
MISSISSIPPI BURNING: Worksheet n°3
( Relationship between the policemen

Tick the correct answer:

Alan Ward
( appreciates Anderson’s sense of humour

( can’t stand his jokes about the KKK
( believes he supports the KKK

Anderson
( is impressed by Ward’s academice background
( feels complexed by Ward’s position
( laughs at Ward’s academic background

Ward &
( have the same way of thinking

( understand and help each other

Anderson
( have a different way of dealing with the case
Anderson
( is less conscientious but more experienced




( is both conscientious and experienced



( is more conscientious and more experienced

The local
( is happy with the FBI agents’ arrival

( distrust them

police


( Rising tension
Say if the following statements are right or wrong. Justify when it’s wrong.

a) In the restaurant the white people disapprove Ward because he speaks to a black boy.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b) The black boy is beaten up by the whites because he has stolen a car.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

c) Ward’s office is blown by the Klan.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

d) The three activists’ bodies are found in a marsh (= marécage)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

e) As the marsh is being searched, the Klanmen blow up the black people’s houses.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

f) The black people don’t want to speak because they have nothing to say.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

g) The local people are sorry about what happened to the three boys.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

( Anderson versus Ward

Say which of the two men corresponds to the statement which is given (circle the name).

Anderson  /  Ward
says he admires the three activists.

Anderson  /  Ward
thinks the people there believe their cause is worth killing.

Anderson  /  Ward
thinks that calling more agents from Washington is the wrong thing to do.
Anderson  /  Ward
knows better the Mississippian spirit and how to deal with it.
MISSISSIPPI BURNING: Worksheet n°4
( Suspicions and clues
	CLUES
	INFORMATION RELATED TO THEM

	A car registration plate
	

	A photograph

(Pell’s wedding)
	

	Pell’s alibi
	


What can be said about:

- Pell and his wife’s attitude?.....................................................................................................................


- The sheriff’s attitude?.............................................................................................................................
( The Klan’s belief (convictions)

Fill in the blanks with words of the following list:

Banking / Jews / sick / cpntrol / root / spokesman / tired / Mississippian / local / distorted / protect 
Clayton Townley, a……………………………………………………………..businessman.

A journalist asks: “Are you a………………………………………………………..for the KKK?” Clayton Townley answers: “I told you I am a businessman. I am also a………………………………………….and an American, and I am getting………………………….and……………………………………………..of the way many of us Mississippians are seeing our views……………………………………………………………………………..by you people in the Press and TV. We do not accept the………………………………………………………………………..…….because they reject Christ and their control in the international………………………….......................are the………………………………………………of what we call communism today. We do not accept Papists because they are bound on the Roman dictator. We do not accepts Turks, Orientals nor negroes because we are her to………………………………………………………………………………….the Anglo-Saxon democracy.
II) THE ENDING

1) Match the sentences with an ending corresponding to what you saw in the film:
The black boy’s house



go to trial (=process)
The black boys are



is burnt down

One of them is driven through town

they are given a suspended prison sentence of 5 years

The guilty = les coupables)


so as to identify the guilty
Due to extenuating circumstances

interrogated by the FBI

1) All these sentences are wrong. Give the right information:
a) The Blacks remain passive after the trial:

............................................................................................................................................................................................................

b) Pell’s wife is a conviced racist.

............................................................................................................................................................................................................

c) Lester is hanged by Klansmen because he spoke to the FBI.

............................................................................................................................................................................................................







